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It's  no  secret:  you  can  accomplish  moreyiftministry  with  a  team  pulling 
alongside  you.  With  our  new  one-of-a-kind  D.Min.  at  Southeastern, 
you  will  be  a  part  of  a  learning  community  that  includes  your  peers,  ex- 
perience#field  mentors,  world-class  faculty  scholars  and  expert  guest 
practitioners,  all  dedicated  to  helping  you  engage  critical  ministry  and 
kingdom  issues. 

^  

Our  program  features: 

Hftcohort  learning  experience,  allowing  you  to  form  lifelong  friend- 
ships with  classmates 

•  A  focus  on  professional  skill  development  and  academic  excellence 

•  Intensive  short-term  campus  seminars  and  dynamic  online  compo- 
nents designed  with  your  busy  schedule  in  mind 

•Teachers  with  decades  of  real-world  church  experience,  allowing 
you  to  build  expertise  while  applying  what  you  learn  to  your  ministry 
context 


"\  believe  in  this  program,  and  I  am  convinced  that  you  will  become  a 
believer  as  well  as  you  work  your  way  through  the  excellent  program  of 
study,  write  a  ministry  project  that  will  be  relevant  to  your  ministry  as- 
signment and  graduate  better  equipped  to  minister  to  God's  people." 


For  more  information: 
www.sebts.edu/dmin 
1-800-284-6317 


Daniel  L.JMdn 
iAjesident 
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FROM      THE  PRESIDENT 


THEOLOGY  REALLY 
DOES  MATTER. 


Theology  was  once  called  "the  Queen 
of  the  Sciences."  Given  the  way  it  is  treat- 
ed by  many  Christians  and  churches  in 
our  day,  it  perhaps  should  he  identified 
now  as  the  "court  jester." 

If  it  is  not  ignored  all  together,  it  is 
viewed  as  ivory  tower  and  esoteric.  Those 
who  love  and  practice  theology  are  not  in 
touch  with  real  people  and  the  real  prob- 
lems and  needs  of  everyday  life.  Theology 
is  often  treated  like  bad  medicine  -  take 
as  little  as  you  can. 

The  church  has  suffered  greatly  as  a 
result  of  this  atheological  mindset.  As  I 
look  across  the  landscape  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  it  appears  that  we  are 
at  an  all-time  low  in  our  ability  to  explain 
what  we  believe  and  why  we  believe  it. 
The  sad  but  tragic  fact  is  we  do  not  love 
God  very  well  with  our  minds. 

George  Barna  made  the  point  when 
he  reported  that  "only  four  percent  of 
adults  [in  America]  have  a  biblical  world- 
view  as  the  basis  of  their  decision-mak- 
ing." 

That  observation,  though  sobering, 
was  not  shocking.  However,  it  was  his  next 
statement  that  really  got  my  attention: 
"Only  nine  percent  of  born-again 
Christians  have  [a  basic,  biblical  world- 
view]"  (Barna  Update,  December  2003). 

The  church  has  been  seduced  by  the 
sirens  of  modernity,  and  we  have  jetti- 
soned a  word-based  ministry  that  is  expos- 
itory and  theological  in  nature.  We  have, 
in  our  attempt  to  be  popular  and  relevant, 
become  foolish  and  irrelevant. 


Skiing  across  the  surface  needs  ot  a 
fallen,  sinful  humanity  we  have  turned 
the  "church"  into  a  pop-psychology 
sideshow  and  a  reel-good  pit  stop.  We 
have  neglected  teaching  the  whole  counsel 
of  God's  Word  and  the  wonderful  theolo- 
gy embedded  in  that  Word. 

Too  many  of  our  people  know  neither 
the  content  of  Scripture  nor  the  doctrines 
of  Scripture.  In  too  many  pulpits,  if  the 
Bible  is  used  at  all,  it  is  as  a  proof  text  out 
of  context  with  no  real  connection  to 
what  the  biblical  author  is  saying. 

The  words  of  the  prophet  Amos  were 
never  more  piercing,  "'Behold,  the  days 
are  coming,'  says  the  Lord  GOD,  'That  I 
will  send  a  famine  on  the  land.  Not  a 
famine  of  bread,  nor  a  thirst  for  water,  but 
of  hearing  the  words  of  the  LORD.  They 
shall  wander  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from 
north  to  east;  they  shall  run  to  and  fro, 
seeking  the  word  of  the  LORD,  but  shall 
not  find  it.'" 

Ours  is  a  day  when  people  are  more 
familiar  with  the  story  lines  of  Star  Wars, 
Harry  Potter  and  the  Lord  of  the  Rings  than 
they  are  the  grand  redemptive  story  line 
and  themes  of  Scripture.  Too  many 
Christians  handle  the  Bible  in  a  way  that 
is  irresponsible  and  dishonest  with  the 
text  and  therefore  devoid  of  solid  theolog- 
ical substance. 

Some  fear  that  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  is  in  danger  of  being  sub- 
merged into  Calvinist  theology.  I  am 
convinced  the  real  danger  is  being  swal- 
lowed whole  by  shallow  and  sloppy  the- 
ology. If  we  will  teach  our  people  solid 
biblical  theology  rooted  in  biblical  expo- 
sition, extreme  agendas  from  any  direc- 
tion will  be  easily  recognized  and  quick- 
ly rejected. 

As  we  study  and  teach  the  Bible,  we 
must  engage,  with  a  balanced  and  respon- 
sible method,  the  discipline  of  theology. 
Drawing  on  classic  categories  we  should 
ask  of  every  text  a  series  of  important  and 
necessary  questions: 


♦  What  does  this  text  say  about  the 
Bible  (and  the  doctrine  of  revelation)? 

♦  What  does  this  text  say  about  God 
(also  creation,  angelology)? 

♦  What  does  this  text  say  about 
humanity  (and  sin,  our  falleness)? 

♦  What  does  this  text  say  about  Jesus 
Christ  (His  person  and  work).7 

♦  What  does  this  text  say  about  the 
Holy  Spirit? 

♦  What  does  this  text  say  about  salva- 
tion? 

♦  What  does  this  text  say  about  the 
church? 

♦  What  does  this  text  say  about  last 
things? 

Bible  teacher  Warren  Wiersbe  has 
sounded  a  much-needed  warning  in  this 
area.  Consider  his  sobering  words: 

"I  don't  think  the  average  church 
member  realizes  the  extent  of  the  theolog- 
ical erosion  that's  taken  place  on  the 
American  exegetical  scene  since  World 
War  II,  but  the  changes  I've  witnessed  in 
Christian  broadcasting  and  publishing 
make  it  very  real  to  me. 

"Radio  programs  that  once  majored 
in  practical  Bible  teaching  are  now  given 
over  to  man-centered  interviews  ('talk' 
radio  is  a  popular  thing)  and  man-cen- 
tered music  that  sounds  so  much  like 
what  the  world  presents,  you  wonder  if 
your  radio  is  tuned  to  a  Christian  station. 
In  so  much  of  today's  ministry  'feeling 
good'  has  replaced  being  good,  and  'hap- 
piness' has  replaced  holiness."  (Warren 
Wiersbe,  Be  Myself,  301) 

We  need  and  must  have  a  steady  diet 
of  exegetical  and  systematic  theology  if  we 
are  to  be  cured  of  the  spiritual  anemia 
that  afflicts  too  many  of  our  churches.  It 
is  my  prayer  that  Southeastern  will  be  out 
front  in  dispensing  this  much-needed 
medicine. 
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Southeastern  is  taking  theological  training  global  so  that  you  can  start  your 
education  today.  Train  with  us  and  receive  a  theological  education  like 
no  other. 

We  otter  online  classes  that  cover  many  of  the  core  requirements  for  the 
M.Div.,  our  most  popular  degree  program.  Students  can  apply  up  to  30 
credit  hours  earned  online  toward  their  M.Div.  What's  more,  we  have  an 
expanding  presence  in  several  Southeastern  states  through  our  extension 
center  network. 

Through  our  program  you  can  expect  the  best  seminary  training  with  class- 
es taught  by  faculty  who  are  very  accomplished  in  their  disciplines.  Distance 
learning  classes  from  Southeastern  are  challenging,  but  also  rewarding. 

For  more  information  or  to  see  if  distance  learning  from  Southeastern  might 
be  right  for  you,  visit  us  online  at  www.sebts.edu/distancelearning  or  call 
1-800-284-6317. 
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fulfill  the  Great  Comission  (Matthew  28:19- 
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{  A  Seminary's  Passion  } 


WHY 

THEOLOGY 
MATTERS 

IN  THE 

CLASSROOM 

Theology  matters  —  this  is  the  firm  conviction  of  the  faculty  and  students  at 

Southeastern.  It  is  our  belief  that  theology  matters  because  God  matters. 
Theology  is  the  application  of  the  whole  counsel  of  God  to  the  whole  of  the 
Christian  life.  As  William  Ames  put  it,  theology  is  "living  to  God."  By  put- 
ting it  this  way,  Ames  rightly  understood  that  theology,  properly  conceived, 
includes  both  study  about  God  and  the  biblical  doctrines  and  the  living  of 
life  according  to  the  Word  of  God  for  the  glory  of  God. 

At  Southeastern,  theology  is  taught 
toward  this  end  -  that  students  will  know 
God  and  make  him  known.  We  believe, 
therefore,  that  theology  matters;  and  we 
believe  that  it  is  necessary  for  those  who 
are  called  to  leadership  roles  in  Christian 
ministry  to  be  well-trained  in  the  theo- 
logical disciplines. 

Theology  matters  because  life  mat- 
ters. Christian  theology  is,  at  its  heart, 
about  the  triune  God  who  creates  life  and 
who  brings  life  from  death.  If  we  are  to 
live  the  life  God  made  us  to  live,  we  must 
know  God  (and  be  known  by  him).  If  we 


{  by  David  P.  Nelson  } 


are  to  lead  others  to  live  the  life  God 
made  them  to  live,  we  must  know  God  so 
that  we  can  make  him  known  to  them. 

The  beauty  of  Christian  theology  is 
seen  more  fully  when  contrasted  with 
other  philosophies  and  religions.  Indeed, 
it  is  not  possible  for  people  to  live  life 
without  adhering  to  some  religious  sys- 
tem, each  of  which  makes  its  unique 
promise  to  those  who  listen. 

Other  philosophies  make  the  wrong 
promises  and  make  promises  they  cannot 
fulfill.  Christianity,  however,  makes  the 
right  promise;  it  is  a  particular  promise 


made  to  dead  sinners  -  Christ  died  for 
our  sins,  according  to  the  Scriptures;  he 
was  buried;  and  on  the  third  day  he  rose 
again,  according  to  the  Scriptures  (1  Cor. 
15:3-5). 

Theology  is  the  study  of  this  God 
who  brings  life  from  death.  This  is  at  the 
center  of  theological  studies  at 
Southeastern. 

Theology  Taught  in  a 
Particular  Context 

We  have  a  simple  mission: 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  seeks  to  glorify  the  Lord  Jesus 


Theology  Taught  in  a 
Particular  Manner 

A  Confessional  Commitment 

Southeastern  Seminary  is  a  confes- 
sional institution.  Our  faculty  members 
are  active  in  local  Southern  Baptist  con- 
gregations, and  we  clearly  state  our  confes- 
sional identity.  Most  importantly,  this 


underwent  significant  revision  in  2006. 
After  a  year  of  work  the  faculty  made 
changes  to  the  already  excellent  curricu- 
lum in  order  to  form  more  effectively  five 
major  competencies  in  the  life  of  every 
Southeastern  student. 

To  fulfill  our  institutional  mission  we 
believe  it  is  necessary  to  develop  the  follow- 


As  we  learn  more  about 
God  and  His  ways  and  His 
purposes,  we  believe  that 
students  can't  help  but 
gain  a  passion  for  God's 
glory  to  be  displayed 
among  the  nations. 


Christ  by  equipping  students  to  serve  the 
church  and  fulfill  the  Great 
Commission.  Consistent  with  our  mis- 
sion, we  on  the  faculty  like  to  remind 
ourselves  about  our  teaching  task  with 
the  motto  "Every  classroom,  a  Great 
Commission  classroom." 

By  this  we  mean  that,  whether  we  are 
teaching  a  course  in  Hebrew  or  Greek  or 
church  history  or  education  or  Bible  or 
music  or  philosophy  or  theology,  each 
course  should  help  to  accomplish  our 
institutional  mission  to  see  competent  stu- 
dents leave  Southeastern  equipped  to  lead 
committed  Great  Commission  churches 
and  to  carry  the  Gospel  of  Christ  to  the 
peoples  of  the  earth. 

Because  of  this  Great  Commission 
commitment,  we  believe  that  theology 
should  be  taught  in  a  Great  Commission 
context.  We  understand  that  the 
Scriptures  that  serve  as  the  source  of  our 
theology  speak  clearly  of  the  grand 
redemptive  narrative  of  the  triune  Lord. 

We  believe,  therefore,  that  the  theol- 
ogy classroom  should  be  a  classroom  rich 
with  reflection  upon  the  Scriptures  and 
the  missio  Dei  -  the  mission  of  God.  As 
we  learn  more  about  God  and  his  ways 
and  his  purposes,  we  believe  that  stu- 
dents can't  help  but  gain  a  passion  tor 
God's  glory  to  be  displayed  among  the 
nations. 

Theology  Taught  with  a 
Particular  Purpose 

Theology  at  Southeastern  is  taught  with 
a  doxological  purpose.  We  believe  that  God 
is  ultimate  and  that  his  glory  is  the  begin- 
ning and  end  of  our  studies.  We  see  his 
glory  displayed,  and  we  are  moved  to  pur- 
sue the  theological  task.  As  we  reflect  upon 
the  Scriptures  we  see  still  more  of  God's 
greatness  and  goodness,  and  we  are  moved 
to  give  him  glory  still  more. 

The  doxological  purpose  moves  us  to 
give  God  glory  by  faithfully  bearing  wit- 
ness of  Christ;  it  moves  us  to  sing  of 
God's  glory.  It  moves  us  to  worship  God 
with  our  minds  by  working  hard  to 
understand  the  great  mysteries  of  the 
Christian  faith. 

Theology  taught  with  a  doxological 
purpose  helps  to  protect  us  from  making 
theology  a  dull  human  effort  for  merely 
human  ends. 


means  that  the  Southeastern  faculty  con- 
fesses the  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
authority  of  the  Bible.  We  believe  that 
Jesus  alone  is  Savior  and  that  the  Bible 
alone  is  our  guide  to  faith  and  practice. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  seminary  the 
Abstract  of  Principles  has  served  as  a  guid- 
ing confessional  document,  and  in  recent 
years  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  (2000) 
has  also  been  employed  to  define  our  con- 
fessional identity.  While  we  affirm  that  the 
Bible  alone  is  our  source  of  theology,  we 
also  believe  that  the  Abstract  and  the  BFM 
are  faithful  representations  of  the  teachings 
of  Scripture,  and  so  faculty  members  gladly 
affirm  that  they  will  teach  in  accordance 
with  and  not  contrary  to  these  confessional 
statements. 

Because  of  this  confessional  identity, 
students  can  be  assured  that  they  will  be 
trained  from  a  particularly  biblical  perspec- 
tive. Not  only  does  this  root  our  teaching 
in  the  great  tradition  of  Christian  ortho- 
doxy and  the  Baptist  heritage,  it  allows  a 
safe  place  in  which  to  study  the  breadth  of 
ideas  throughout  history,  many  of  which 
are  hostile  to  the  faith,  but  which  still  must 
be  understood  if  students  are  to  be  truly 
prepared  to  communicate  the  truth  of  the 
Gospel  to  this  world. 

A  Carefully-Crafted  Curriculum  and  Five 
Competencies 

The    curriculum    at  Southeastern 


ing  competencies  in  students  who  graduate 
from  Southeastern: 

Spiritual  Formation:  Acquire  the 
knowledge  and  skills  necessary  to  pursue  a 
vital  Christian  lite  and  witness  manifest  in 
all  personal  relationships  and  vocational 
endeavors. 

Biblical  Exposition:  Gain  a  basic  com- 
prehension of  Scripture  in  its  entirety,  and 
learn  to  interpret  and  communicate  it 
properly  and  effectively. 

Theological  Integration:  Understand 
and  apply  the  doctrines  of  Christianity  to 
all  areas  of  life  and  ministry. 

Christian  Leadership:  Cultivate  a 
godly  disposition  marked  by  wisdom, 
humility,  and  grace,  and  develop  skills  to 
lead  effectively  in  the  church  and  world. 

Ministry  Preparation:  Acquire  and 
apply  knowledge  and  skills  necessary  for 
Christian  ministry. 

The  curricula,  undergraduate  and 
graduate,  have  core  degree  requirements 
that  directly  add ress  these  competencies. 
While  there  are  certain  classes  that  focus 
particularly  on  certain  competencies 
(i.e.,  Old  Testament  and  New  Testament 
courses  focus  on  aspects  of  the  exposi- 
tion competency),  we  are  committed  to 
teaching  students  "across  the  curricu- 
lum" in  order  to  employ  sound  pedagogy 
that  reinforces  key  content  and  concepts 


and  that  integrates  knowledge  across  dis- 
ciplines. 

For  example,  we  believe  every  student 
should,  within  the  theological  integration 
competency,  know  essentials  about  the  major 
world  religions.  That  content,  though,  is 
taught  "across  the  curriculum"  in  core  classes 
in  varied  disciplines.  In  this  way  there  is  a 
healthy  "redundan- 
cy" or  repetition  of 
content,  and  that 
content  is  taught 
within  more  than 
one  disciplinary 
context. 

Another 
instance  ot  this 
integrative 
approach  is  seen  in 
the  way  the  min- 
istry preparation 
competency  is 
formed  "across  the 
curriculum."  We 
do  not  reserve 
training  in  min- 
istry skills  and 
application  for 
what  is  commonly 
(though  mistaken- 
ly) called  the  "prac- 
tical" courses. 
Instead,  a  student 
is  likely  to  engage 

in  the  application  of  biblical  truths  to  min- 
istry matters  in  courses  in  Bible,  theology  or 
philosophy,  as  well  as  in  courses  that  are 
more  traditionally  focused  on  applied  min- 
istry. 

By  approaching  each  curriculum  in  this 
manner  we  believe  students  learn  to  con- 
nect doctrine  and  lite  in  the  way  the  Bible 
does.  Not  only  is  this  a  superior  way  of 
learning  in  the  seminary  environment,  five 
major  competencies  taught  confessionally, 
we  believe,  will  form  pastors  and  teachers 
who  will  likewise  connect  doctrine  to  life  in 
whatever  ministry  setting  they  may  serve. 

A  Community  of  Scholars 

While  we  believe  the  five  competencies 
and  the  core  curriculum  are  well-crafted,  we 
also  realize  that  competencies  and  curricula 
are  just  words  on  paper  unless  professors 
teach  with  excellence  and  effectiveness. 
While  revising  the  curriculum  last  year,  we 
reminded  ourselves  that  "curricular  reform 


without  faculty  reform  is  meaningless." 

The  Southeastern  faculty  is  committed 
to  the  task  of  teaching  the  students  sent  to 
us  by  our  Southern  Baptist  churches.  Our 
Faculty  Excellence  Initiative  (FED  has  a 
simple  purpose:  The  ongoing  develop- 
ment of  a  thriving  community  of 
Christian  scholars  who  are  faithful  to  the 
Southeastern  mis- 


As  a  community  of 
Christian  scholars, 
we  well  understand 
that  our  primary 
task  is  to  train  those 
who  will  serve  the 
servants  of  God  in 
local  churches  and 
to  equip  those  who 
will  go  to  the  ends 
of  the  earth  with  the 
Gospel. 


sion. 

By  means  of 
workshops, 
forums  and  mean- 
ingful evaluation, 
the  Southeastern 
faculty  has  chart- 
ed a  course  over 
the  next  several 
years  to  make  an 
already  excellent 
faculty  of  scholars 
even  better. 

S     u     c  h 
Christian  scholars 
are   the   kind  of 
men  and  women 
who    love  God, 
who   love  God's 
word,    who  love 
God's  church  and 
who  love  the  lost. 
With  well-trained 
minds  and  devot- 
ed     hearts  the 
Southeastern  faculty  is  marked  by  teachers 
who  love  to  engage  students  in  the  ministry 
of  learning. 

While  we  cannot  teach  students  every- 
thing there  is  to  know  we  can  instill  a  solid 
foundation  of  theological  education,  equip 
students  with  the  right  tools  for  further 
learning  and  inspire  a  love  of  learning  that 
will  encourage  students  to  learn  for  a  life- 
time. 

As  a  community  of  Christian  scholars, 
we  well  understand  that  our  primary  task  is 
to  train  those  who  will  serve  the  servants  of 
God  in  local  churches  and  to  equip  those 
who  will  go  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  with  the 
Gospel.  This  is  a  stewardship  entrusted  to  us 
by  our  Lord.  It  is  a  stewardship  we  do  not 
take  lightly;  it  is  a  stewardship  we  cherish. 

David  P.  Nelson  is  senior  vice  presi- 
dent for  academic  administration  and 
dean  of  the  faculty.  He  holds  the  Ph.D. 
('02)  from  Southeastern. 


"Thank  you, 
Southern  Baptists 
and  the  Cooperative 

Program,  for 
making  possible  the 

finest  seminary 
education  anywhere 
and  at  the  most 
affordable  price. 
Southeastern 
Seminary 
appreciates  you." 

Daniel  L.  Akin 

Did  you  know  that  the  average 
Master  of  Divinity  student  at 
Southeastern  receives  $18,000 
in  CP  support  during  his  or 
her  time  in  Wake  Forest? 
That's  why  Southeastern  joins 

our  other  Southern  Baptist 
agencies  in  saying  thank  you  to 
all  of  you  whose  consistent, 
sacrificial  giving  makes  our 
mission  possible. 


COOPERATIVE  PROGRAM 

Southeastern  is  a  Cooperative 

Program  ministry  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
Find  out  more  at  wvviv.sebts.edu 
and  sbc.net/cp. 
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{  A  Pastor's  Responsibility  } 


WHY 


THEOLOGY 

MATTERS 


FOFl  THE 


PASTOR 


The  danger  of  theological  "drift"  has  always  been  a  challenge  for  the  church. 
Indeed,  the  assault  on  its  soteriology  began  during  the  earliest  days  of  the 

church's  existence. 

From  the  false  claims  of  the  Jewish  religious  leaders  concerning  the  resurrec- 
tion of  Jesus  to  the  legalistic  interpretation  of  the  Gospel  by  the  Judaizers  to 
the  metaphysical  objections  of  the  Gnostics,  the  early  church  and  its  leaders 

faced  regular  assaults  on  the  Gospel. 


These  assaults  would  prompt  Jude  to 
write  the  following  words  of  warning: 
"Dear  friends,  although  1  was  eager  to  write 
you  about  our  common  salvation,  I  found 
it  necessary  to  write  and  exhort  you  to  con- 
tend for  the  faith  that  was  delivered  to  the 
saints  once  for  all.  For  certain  men,  who 
were  designated  for  this  judgment  long 
ago,  have  come  in  hy  stealth;  they  are 
ungodly,  turning  the  grace  of  God  into 
promiscuity  and  denying  our  only  Master 
and  Lord,  Jesus  Christ"  (w.  3-4). 

Today,  the  church  continues  to  wrestle 
with  a  consistent  barrage  of  attacks  on  the 
Gospel.  Ancient  heresies  have  been  repack- 


aged for  contemporary  audiences.  The 
deity  of  Christ  continues  to  be  questioned 
through  "discoveries"  like  the  "Jesus  fami- 
ly" tomb;  the  exclusivity  of  the  Gospel  is 
undermined  by  assumptions  about  "anony- 
mous Christianity;"  and  widespread  reli- 
gious pluralism  assigns  faith  in  Christ  to  a 
myriad  of  "ways"  for  achieving  eternal  life. 

It  is  within  this  context,  amid  a  wide 
variety  of  competing  theological  systems, 
that  today's  pastor-teachers  are  called  to 
serve.  Sadly,  however,  in  an  era  when  theo- 
logical acumen  is  more  important  than 
ever,  many  pastors  have  lost  sight  of  their 
responsibility  to  be  theologians  for  the 


church.  Instead,  many  pastors  have  chosen 
to  limit  themselves  to  cultivating  an  expert- 
ise in  the  more  practical  areas  of  leader- 
ship, church  growth  or  counseling. 

Certainly,  all  of  these  areas  are  helpful 
skills  and  beneficial  for  ministry  in  the 
local  church.  Yet,  when  it  comes  to  equip- 
ping the  church  with  the  ability  to  "con- 
tend for  the  faith  once  for  all  delivered  to 
the  saints,"  nothing  is  more  critical  than 
the  ability  to  teach  good  theology.  While 
no  one  would  question  the  value  of  under- 
standing one's  "leadership  lid,"  I  would 
submit  that  a  pastor-teacher's  greatest  task 
is  to  help  his  people  understand  that  good 


theology  informs  every  aspect  of  their  lives. 

Before  you  turn  me  off,  let  me  assure 
you  that  I'm  not  advocating  an  either/or 
situation.  We  need  not  choose  between 
theology  and  praxis.  Instead,  I  hope  to 
remind  you  that  this  is  a  both/and  situa- 
tion. As  pastor-teachers,  we  must  seek  to 
expose  our  churches  to  good  theology. 
After  all,  good  theology  breeds  healthy 
praxis. 

As  we  look  across  the  wide  spectrum  of 
Southern  Baptist  churches  today,  our  pri- 
mary problem  is  not  the  absence  of  poten- 
tial methodologies;  our  primary  problem  is 
shoddy  theology.  As  a  result,  our  people 
often  struggle  to  understand  the  most  rudi- 
mentary of  doctrines.  Furthermore, 
because  they  have  not  been  taught  how  to 
think  theologically,  they  are  often  "blown 
around  by  every  wind  of  teaching,  by 
human  cunning  with  cleverness  in  the 
techniques  of  deceit"  (Eph.  4: 14).  And 
when  that  occurs,  no  one  is  more  to  blame 
than  the  pastor-teacher. 

The  New  Testament  has  much  to  say 
about  the  significance  and  necessity  of  the 
pastor-teacher's  responsibility  to  shepherd 
the  church  theologically.  Often,  the  man- 
date to  teach  is  linked  to  the  dangers  of 
false  teachers  and  their  doctrine.  This  can 
be  seen  very  clearly  in  Paul's  final  letter  to 
Timothy. 

In  this  letter  he  reminded  Timothy  of 
the  sufficiency  of  God's  word  (3: 16-17)  and 
the  necessity  of  teaching  it  rightly  (2:15). 
However,  both  of  these  truths  were  accom- 
panied by  warnings  of  "evil  people  and 
imposters"  who  "will  become  worse, 
deceiving  and  being  deceived"  (3:13). 

Within  the  context  of  this  discussion, 
Paul  reminded  Timothy  that  there  are  two 
types  of  theological  error  —  one  to  be 
engaged  and  another  to  be  ignored.  Paul 
told  Timothy  that  he  was  to  engage  any 
false  teachers  whose  soteriology  differed 
from  the  Gospel  he  had  received  from 
Paul.  Indeed,  he  was  to  "rebuke,  correct 
and  encourage  with  great  patience  and 
teaching"  (4:2). 

However,  Paul  also  told  Timothy  that 
he  was  to  ignore  those  secondary  theologi- 
cal discussions  that  could  produce  disunity 
in  the  church.  He  told  Timothy  "not  to 
fight  about  words;  this  is  in  no  way  prof- 
itable and  leads  to  the  ruin  of  the  hearers. 
.  .  .  Avoid  irreverent,  empty  speech,  for  this 
will  produce  an  even  greater  measure  of 


godlessness"  (2:14,  16).  This  type  of  theo- 
logical error  was  so  potentially  damaging  to 
the  church,  Paul  compared  it  to  gangrene 

(2:17-18). 

It  is  within  the  tension  of  these  two 
theological  areas,  defending  or  diffusing, 
that  pastor-teachers  are  called  to  serve. 
Sadly,  many  pastors  find  their  way  out  of 
this  dilemma  by  choosing  one  of  three 
poor  options. 

Some  pastor-teachers'  desires  to  con- 
tend tor  the  faith 
keep  them  in  battle 
mode  at  all  times. 
Everywhere  they 
look  they  can  find 
the  emerging  threat 
of  heresy.  Others 
struggle  with  defin- 
ing the  doctrinal 
essentials  and,  as  a 
result,  they  are  con- 
stantly arguing  over 
secondary  or  terti- 
ary doctrines.  Still 
others  solve  the 
problem  by  ignoring  theology  altogether. 

The  results  of  all  of  these  choices,  how- 
ever, will  be  a  church  that  is  both  poorly 
trained  in  theology  and  poorly  equipped  to 
engage  in  theological  conversations. 
Despite  the  failures  of  many  pastor-teach- 
ers and  churches  to  learn  how  to  think  the- 
ologically, it  is  never  too  late  to  adopt  a 
new  paradigm. 

The  remainder  of  this  essay  will  offer 
four  suggestions  for  growing  a  theological- 
ly healthy  church. 

Four  Suggestions 

(J)  The  pastor-teacher  should  make  a  com- 
mitment to  the  ongoing  study  of  theology. 

There  are  many  factors  that  contribute 
to  the  absence  of  theological  instruction 
that  characterizes  many  of  today's  church- 
es, including  the  belief  that  theology  is  bor- 
ing at  best  and  unnecessary  at  worst.  The 
number  one  reason  for  its  absence,  howev- 
er, is  the  inability  of  many  pastor-teachers 
to  impart  sound  doctrine.  Yet,  that  is  the 
most  important  task  of  every  preacher. 

Paul  urged  Timothy  to  "hold  on  to  the 
pattern  of  sound  teaching  that  you  have 
heard  from  me,  in  the  faith  and  love  that 
are  in  Christ  Jesus.  Guard,  through  the 
Holy  Spirit  who  lives  in  us,  that  good  thing 
entrusted  to  you"  (1:13-14)). 

The  "good  thing"  to  which  Paul  is 


referring  is  the  truth  of  the  "sound  words" 
that  Timothy  had  learned. 

Good  theology  is  something  to  be 
learned,  retained,  guarded  and  valued.  For 
that  to  occur,  every  pastor-teacher  must 
make  the  study  of  theology  a  lifelong  pur- 
suit. Thankfully,  with  the  amount  of  good 
theology  books  currently  available,  includ- 
ing the  upcoming  A  Theology  for  the  Church, 
we  can  all  become  trained  pastor-teacher- 
theologians.  And  it  our  churches  are  to 


become  theologically  astute,  it  will  be  the 
direct  result  of  a  growing  number  of  pastor- 
teachers  who  take  theology  seriously. 

(2)  The  pastor-teacher  should  create  a  safe 
environment  where  theological  discussion  and 
disagreement  are  both  accepted. 

At  first  glance,  this  statement  may  feel 
like  a  recipe  for  disaster  in  the  church.  In 
actuality,  it  is  a  key  ingredient  in  theologi- 
cal study  and  church  unity.  Before  this  can 
be  taught  and  practiced  in  the  local 
church,  however,  it  must  first  be  embraced 
by  the  pastor-teacher.  For  this  to  work,  the 
pastor-teacher  must  have  a  clear  under- 
standing of  the  three  levels  of  theological 
inquiry. 

The  first  level  of  theological  inquiry 
contains  those  doctrines  that  must  be 
embraced  by  every  member  of  a  local 
church  for  theological  unity  to  occur. 
These  are  often  referred  to  as  doctrines  of 
eternal  significance.  At  our  church,  we 
have  six  first-level  doctrines: 
Trinitarianism,  the  full  deity/humanity  of 
Christ  as  prerequisites  for  his  person  and 
work,  salvation  by  grace  alone  on  the  basis 
of  faith  alone,  the  exclusivity  of  the 
Gospel,  the  inerrancy  of  Scripture  and  the 
literal  existence  of  heaven  and  hell.  These 
doctrines  set  the  parameters  for  our 
defense  of  the  faith  once  for  all  delivered 


Good  theology  is  something  to 
be  learned,  retained,  guarded 
and  valued.  For  that  to  occur, 
every  pastor-teacher  must 
make  the  study  of  theology  a 
lifelong  pursuit. 


to  the  saints.  In  tact,  no  one  can  join  our 
church  unless  they  acknowledge  that  they 
affirm  these  doctrines. 

The  second  level  of  theological  inquiry- 
contains  those  doctrines  about  which  we 
choose  to  agree  as  a  church.  For  our  church, 
these  issues  are  related  primarily  to  Baptist 
distinctives  like  believer's  baptism  by 
immersion,  the  Lord's  Supper  as  a  remem- 
brance of  the  passion  of  Christ,  the  auton- 
omy of  the  local  church  and  the  security  of 
the  believer.  These  are  the  theological  issues 
that  help  define  us  as  a  congregation.  They 
would  influence  potential  partners  in  min- 
istry, but  they  provide  flexibility  for  specific 
situations  where  we  might  participate  with 
other  protestant  taith  traditions. 

The  third  level  of  theological  inquiry 
contains  those  doctrines  about  which 
inerrantists  regularly  disagree.  It  is  at  this 
level  that  most  church  conflicts  arise,  and  it 
is  here  that  Paul  admonished  Timothy  not 
to  "fight  about  words"  (2: 14).  In  our  church, 
the  theological  issues  that  we  place  in  this 
category  include  rapture  questions  and  the 
finer  points  of  reformed  theology-.  Within 
the  scope  of  these  issues,  there  is  room  for 
inerrantists  to  disagree.  Consequently,  noth- 
ing in  this  category  is  viewed  as  a  test  of  fel- 
lowship issue  in  our  church. 

The  significance  of  identifying  these 
first-,  second-  and  third-level  theological 
issues  for  your  church  cannot  be  overstat- 
ed: level  one  doctrines  are  test  ot  fellow- 
ship issues;  level  two  doctrines  are  shared, 
communal  doctrines  which  inform  part- 
nership and  participation;  level  three  doc- 
trines include  those  areas  where  inerran- 
tists often  disagree. 

Before  a  church  can  think  through 
this,  however,  the  pastor-teacher  must  have 
these  issues  clearly  defined  in  his  own 
mind;  only  then  will  he  be  prepared  to 
teach  his  church  how  to  think  theological- 
ly about  these  issues  in  a  spirit  of  unity. 

(3)  The  pastor-teacher  should  teach  the 
totality  of  Scripture,  including  the  difficult  pas- 
sages. 

The  violation  of  this  principle  may 
account  for  much  of  the  theological  igno- 
rance in  our  churches  today.  For  too  long, 
many  pastors  have  simply  avoided  the  bib- 
lical texts  that  were  difficult  to  understand 
or  that  might  run  counter  to  the  common- 
ly-held belief  system  of  a  church. 

While  many  men  convinced  them- 
selves that  this  was  really  in  the  best  inter- 


ests of  all  involved  (including  themselves), 
they  unwittingly  created  an  environment 
where  honest  theological  conversation 
about  challenging  doctrines  was  both 
uncomfortable  and  unacceptable.  .As  a 
result,  important  theological  questions 
related  to  subjects  like  soteriology,  ecclesi- 
ology  and  eschatology  have  been  ignored. 

In  recent  years,  however,  the  rebirth  of 
expository  preaching  has  brought  these 
issues  back  to  the  forefront  in  our  church- 
es. The  revival  of  expository  preaching  is 
one  of  the  great  gifts  of  God  to  the  contem- 
porary church.  And,  despite  the  flawed 
claims  of  some  who  insist  that  exposition 
and  contemporary  methodologies  are 
incompatible,  a  commitment  to  expository 
preaching  will  help  grow  a  theologically- 
healthy  church.  Exposition  will  assist  in 
this  process  in  three  very  significant  ways. 

First,  it  will  help  ensure  that  the  pastor- 
teacher  does,  in  fact,  deal  with  the  totality 
of  Scripture,  even  the  challenging  parts. 
The  practice  of  teaching  through  books  of 
the  Bible  or  preaching  from  complete  tex- 
tual units  will  force  the  preacher  to  be  dis- 
ciplined in  his  study  and  teaching. 

Second,  exposition  is  the  best  defense 
for  avoiding  the  temptation  to  "major  on 
the  minors."  When  this  occurs,  a  church 
may  lose  sight  of  its  evangelistic  mandate 
and  may  become  embroiled  in  unnecessary 
turmoil. 

Third,  exposition  will  protect  the  pas- 
tor-teacher from  becoming  consumed  with 
a  pet  doctrine.  It  is  tragic  when  a  pastor- 
teacher  chooses  to  limit  his  ministry  to  the 
exploration  ot  one  doctrinal  issue  to  the 
exclusion  of  others. 

When  we  commit  ourselves  to  teach 
the  "whole  counsel  ot  God,"  however,  we 
must  be  prepared  for  our  churches  to 
encounter  biblical  texts  that  not  only  deal 
with  these  types  of  sensitive  theological 
issues,  but  also  may  challenge  previously 
held  and/or  accepted  interpretations  ot 
them.  When  the  careful  pastor-teacher 
begins  to  address  these  theological  issues  in 
a  context  where  they  have  been  avoided, 
the  results  can  be  challenging  for  a  church. 

The  answer,  however,  is  not  to  contin- 
ue the  habit  ot  skipping  the  hard  parts  in 
our  preaching.  No,  the  pastor-teacher  must 
equip  his  people  to  think  theologically 
while  maintaining  a  spirit  of  unity. 

14)  The  pastor-teacher  should  avoid  major- 
ing on  third  level  doctrines. 


This  principle  has  a  two-fold  emphasis. 
First,  as  I  noted  earlier,  one  of  the  greatest 
challenges  for  many  pastor-teachers  is  real- 
izing that  not  every  doctrine  is  a  first-level 
issue.  Sadly,  many  churches  have  been 
injured  because  the  pastor-teacher  made 
his  pet,  third-level  doctrine  a  test  of  fellow- 
ship issue  for  the  church. 

Second,  developing  a  healthy  environ- 
ment for  theological  discussions  to  occur 
within  the  church  requires  a  unique  ability 
on  the  part  of  the  pastor-teacher:  he  must 
acknowledge  that  there  is  room  tor  dis- 
agreement on  third-level  doctrines.  When 
our  studies  reveal  that  fellow  inerrantists 
hold  different  positions  about  the  same 
theological  issue,  wisdom  should  guide  us 
away  from  taking  a  dogmatic  stand  on  that 
issue. 

The  definition  of  sovereign  election 
and  the  timing  of  the  rapture  are  two  clas- 
sic examples  of  this.  Rather  than  allowing 
these  doctrines  to  become  a  source  of  dis- 
unity, a  wise  pastor-teachet  will  acknowl- 
edge the  existence  of  different  interpreta- 
tions while  explaining  his  own. 
Furthermore,  because  these  are  third-level 
doctrines,  he  will  emphasize  that  it  is 
acceptable  for  the  people  within  the  fellow- 
ship to  be  at  different  places  regarding 
these  doctrines. 

The  willingness  of  the  pastor-teacher  to 
provide  this  kind  of  theological  leadership 
will  have  two  very  positive  outcomes.  First, 
it  will  do  more  than  anything  else  to  devel- 
op a  climate  where  healthy  theological  dia- 
logue can  develop  in  a  spirit  ot  unity. 
Second,  it  will  develop  a  climate  of  trust 
that  will  allow  the  pastor-teacher  to  share 
his  position  and  have  it  heard. 

The  role  of  the  pastor-teacher  has 
always  been  a  challenging  one.  It  takes 
great  wisdom  to  balance  the  demands  ot 
ministry.  And,  it  takes  great  courage  to 
faithfully  teach  the  Word  in  a  climate 
where  people  "will  not  tolerate  sound  doc- 
trine" (4:3). 

Wliile  others  may  hesitate  to  engage  our 
culture  with  good  theology,  I  want  to  urge 
you  to  join  me  in  this  pursuit  to  become  pas- 
tor-teacher-theologians tor  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  good  of  His  church. 

Bill  Curtis  is  pastor  of  Cornerstone  Baptist 
Church  in  Florence,  S.C.  He  holds  the  M.Div. 
C96)  and  Ph.D.  COD  from  Southeastern. 
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TEXTBOOK 
BRINGS  UNITY 
IN  DIVERSITY 

Editors  hope  that  multiple  author  format  and 
holistic  approach  mean  a  theology  text  that 
finds  use  in  classrooms  and  churches 


Southeastern's  president  and  deans 
have  edited  a  soon-to-he-released  landmark 
theology  textbook  that  they  hope  will  set  a 
new  standard  for  both  readability  and  in- 
depth  treatment  of  the  classic  doctrines  of 
the  Christian  faith. 

A  Theology  for  the  Church  is  slated  for 
release  by  B&H  Publishing  Group  this 
summer.  Daniel  Akin  edited  the  book;  and 
David  Nelson,  dean  of  the  faculty,  and 
Peter  Schemm,  dean  of  the  college,  served 
as  associate  editors.  It  is  the  first  systematic 
theology  ever  published  by  the  storied 
Southern  Baptist  publisher. 

The  imprint  of  Southeastern's  theology 
faculty  are  found  throughout  the  work, 
since  Ken  Keathley  and  John  Hammett 
also  contributed.  All  of  the  contributors, 
in  fact,  are  confessionally  Southern 
Baptists.  Nelson  said  the  book,  however, 
has  a  broad  appeal  to  all  believers. 

"I  think  it  would  be  natural  tor  Baptist  the- 
ologians to  write  a  theology  tor  the  church,"  he 
said.  "Baptists  are,  by  their  very  nature,  church- 
men. All  of  the  authors  of  this  theology  (text) 
are  writing  from  this  perspective." 

Most  pastors  and  seminary  students 
are  familiar  with  current  popular  theology 
texts  like  Millard  Erickson's  Christian 
Theology  or  Wayne  Grudem's  Systematic 
Theology.  Though  A  Theology  for  the  Church 
rivals  those  works  in  both  scope  and  scale, 
the  approach  is  different  in  that  it  is  a 
multi-author  work,  something  that  is  rare 
in  systematic  theology  texts. 

Another  thing  that  sets  the  book  apart 
is  its  title. 

"Sometimes,  erroneously,  theology  is 
thought  to  be  a  discipline  for  the  acade- 
my," Akin  said.  "But  that  is  incorrect. 
Theology  is  for  the  church.  It  is  the  church 


that  is  the  body  of  Christ,  that  is  to  know 
how  to  rightly  divide  the  word  of  truth.  It 
is  the  church  that  is  to  know  how  to  defend 
the  faith  once  and  for  all  delivered  to  the 
saints. 

"In  this  particular  theology,  we  are  very 
intentional  in  trying  to  address  theology 
from  the  perspective  of  the  church. 
Theology,  first  and  foremost,  is  a  responsi- 
bility for  the  church." 

The  authors  ot  the  work  are  also  inten- 
tional in  their  approach  to  theology,  being 
caretul  to  situate  each  doctrine  in  its  appro- 
priate biblical,  historical,  theological  and 
ecclesiological  contexts. 

Nelson  noted  that  even  though  the 
book  has  multiple  authors,  there  is  still  a 
common  ground  on  key  issues. 

"We're  writing  from  an  unapologetical- 
ly  confessional  standpoint,  and  that  confes- 
sional standpoint  is  a  Baptist  one,"  he  said. 

Schemm  agreed. 

"The  refreshing  thing  about  this  project 
for  me  has  been  watching  each  of  these  con- 
tributors, though  separate  individuals,  say 
the  very  same  things,  in  a  certain  sense,"  he 
said.  "They  have  interacted  with  their  par- 
ticular doctrine,  starting  from  Scripture 
and  ending  in  very  similar  places. 

"So  you  begin  to  see  this  common 
theme  -  from  creation,  to  fall,  to  redemp- 
tion. That's  because  it's  a  biblical  theology, 
from  the  church  and  for  the  church.  What 
unites  all  these  contributors  is  the  method- 
ology, their  confessional  stance  and  just 
continuing  to  return  to  the  Scriptures." 

Akin  said  he  hopes  that  A  Theology  for 
the  Church  will  be  attractive  to  pastors,  pro- 
fessors and  laypersons  who  desire  a  bal- 
anced, faithful  approach  to  doctrine  that 
edifies  the  local  church  above  all. 


A  conversation  with  Southeastern 
President  Daniel  Akin,  editor  of  the 
major  theology  text  forthcoming  from 
Broadman  &  Holman,  A  Theology  for 
the  Church. 

There  are  a  lot  of  theology 
books  out  there.  Why  another 
one? 

Because  there  is  not  a  theological  text 
that  seeks  to  balance  the  biblical,  histori- 
cal, systematic  and  contemporary  in  the 
way  this  text  does. 

Most  theology  books  are  only 
written  by  one  author,  whereas  A 
Theology  for  the  Church  has  many 
authors.  Won't  that  be  confusing 
for  readers? 

We  wanted  to  bring  together  a  group 
of  confessional,  evangelical  Baptists  to 
demonstrate  our  common  convictions 
and  commitments.  Because  we  basically 
are  on  the  same  page  theologically  and 
because  we  follow  a  similar  format,  I 
believe  there  will  be  little,  if  any,  confu- 
sion. All  of  our  views  are  not  identical, 
but  they  are  similar,  evangelical  and  bap- 
tistic. 

What  do  you  say  to  those  who 
claim  theology  is  just  for  profes- 
sors and  "professional  theolo- 
gians?" Is  theology  for  all  believers? 

Jesus  told  us  to  love  God  with  our 
mind.  Loving  God  with  the  mind  is  to  be 
a  theologian  on  some  level  and  depth. 
Therefore,  all  believers  are  called  by  our 
Lord  to  be  theologians,  lovers  of  God 
with  the  mind  as  well  as  the  heart.  Both 
are  necessary. 

What  impact  do  you  hope  A 
Theology  for  the  Church  will  have 
on  its  readers? 

I  hope  it  will  begin  a  revival  of  the 
love  of  theology  in  our  churches.  It  is  des- 
perately needed.  Too  many  believers  are 
sloppy  and  shallow  in  the  area  of  theolo- 
gy. This  must  change  if  we  are  to  have 
vibrant  and  healthy  churches  that  glorify 
God,  edify  the  church  and  fulfill  the 
Great  Commission. 
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 [  A  Call  to  Think  Clearly  ]  

WHY 

THEOLOGY 
MATTERS 

TO 

EVERY  ON  E 

The  late  Charles  Schultz  (creator  of  the  Peanuts  comic  strip)  drew  a  cartoon 
of  two  young  people,  a  boy  and  a  girl,  reading  the  Bible  together.  "I  find  the 
Gospel  very  easy  to  understand,"  says  the  fellow  to  the  young  lady.  "What 

confuses  me  is  theology!" 
Schultz  had  it  right:  the  Gospel  is  so  simple  even  a  child  can  be  saved  while 

most  of  the  issues  in  theology  transcend  our  ability  to  fully  understand. 
Because  of  this,  many  Christians  dismiss  theology  as  a  topic  too  divisive,  too 

irrelevant  and  especially  too  hard. 


However,  when  Jesus  declares  that  lov- 
ing the  Lord  is  the  greatest  commandment, 
He  states  that  obeying  this  commandment 
involves  loving  God  "with  all  your  mind" 
(Matt  22:37).  This  means  we  are  to  give  our 
minds  to  the  study  of  God's  truth  —  and 
this  study  is  called  theology.  Let's  look 
briefly  at  three  reasons  why  theology  is 
important. 

Reason  #1:  Every  Christian 
is  a  theologian. 

The  first  reason  theology  is  impor- 
tant is  you  are  already  a  theologian.  The 


question  is  whether  you  are  a  good  one 
or  a  bad  one.  Every  Sunday  school 
teacher  teaches  theology,  whether  his  or 
her  class  is  a  room  full  of  senior  adults 
or  toddlers.  Consider  a  song  we  teach 
our  preschoolers: 

Jesus  loves  the  little  children,  all  the  chil- 
dren of  the  world, 

Red  and  yellow,  black  and  white,  the} 
are  precious  in  his  sight.... 

That  song  makes  some  very  impor- 
tant theological  claims  about  the  love  ot 
God!  Every  Christian  is  a  theologian, 


whether  they  know  it  or  not. 

There  are  different  types  of  theology, 
and  most  Christians  engage  in  these  var- 
ious theological  processes  without  realiz- 
ing it. 

When  one  tries  to  understand  the 
meaning  of  John  3:16,  he  is  doing  bibli- 
cal theology.  When  he  compares  what 
Paul  and  James  had  to  say  about  faith 
and  works,  he  is  doing  systematic  theol- 
ogy. 

If  someone  stops  to  think  about  how 
truth  is  communicated  and  how  God 


{  by  Kenneth  Keathley  } 


used  words  to  transmit  His  truth  to  us, 
then  he  is  contemplating  philosophical 
theology. 

If  one  searches  to  see  how  Baptists 
have  generally  understood  passages  that 
relate  to  the  ordinances  of  the  church, 
then  he  is  doing  historical  theology. 
Even  the  statement,  "I  don't  need  theol- 
ogy —  just  the  Bible,"  is  itself  a  theologi- 
cal position.  Doing  theology  is  an 
unavoidable  and  integral  part  of  every 
Christian's  life. 

Reason  #  2:Theology  is  the 
discipline  whereby  the  blble 
is  applied  to  many  of  the 
difficult  issues  of  our  day. 

Think  of  the  many  ethical  issues  facing 
the  church  and  society.  Without  exception, 
each  "hot  potato"  has  underlying  theologi- 
cal concerns.  Consider  the  duel  issues  of 
abortion  and  euthanasia.  The  image  of 
God  as  seen  in  human  beings,  when  and 


how  one  receives  his  soul,  the  Biblical  def- 
inition of  life  and  death  and  the  concept  of 
"person"  are  just  a  few  of  the  theological 
issues  that  inform  one's  position  on 
whether  it  is  morally  permissible  to  kill  an 
unborn  child  or  a  terminally  ill  patient. 

Another  controversial  topic  is  the 
role  of  men  and  women  in  the  church 
and  in  the  home.  The  arguments  posed 
by  both  sides  of  the  subject  take  a  num- 
ber of  surprising  turns  down  theological 
alleys.  There  are  debates  about  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Trinity  (Does  the  Father  also 
submit  to  the  Son?),  about  the  nature 
and  effects  of  the  fall  (Is  the  subordinate 
role  of  the  wife  a  result  of  the  curse?) 
and  about  the  nature  of  the  Incarnation 
(Could  the  second  Person  of  the  Trinity 


have  been  born  a  woman?). 

The  decision  of  whether  or  not  a 
Christian  involves  himself  or  herself  in 
society,  culture  or  politics  is  driven  by 
his  theological  commitments.  There  are 
theological  reasons  why  a  Mennonite  is 
less  likely  to  make  a  living  as  a  movie 
critic  or  why  premillennialists  are  slower 
than  postmillennialists  to  seek  political 
solutions  to  social  problems.  How  one 
understands  the  doctrine  of  sanctifica- 
tion  goes  a  long  way  in  determining  how 
a  Christian  relates  to  the  world.  As  we 
can  see,  for  the  most  part  ethics  is 
applied  theology. 

Reason  #3:Theology  is  the 
infrastructure  to  one's 
methodology  in  ministry. 

A  skyscraper  can  have  a  variety  of 
exteriors  —  glass,  brick  or  concrete,  just 
to  name  a  few  —  but  the  shape  of  the 
building  is  determined  by  its  infrastruc- 
ture. An  unseen  skele- 
ton of  steel  girders  and 
beams  establish  its 
height  and  width. 

So  it  is  with  theolo- 
gy and  ministry.  One's 
theological  beliefs  may 
be  below  the  surface, 
but  those  beliefs  decide 
how  he  goes  about 
working  in  the  ministry. 

Someone  might 
say,  "I  don't  want  to 
get  bogged  down  in 
theology.  I  just  want  to  win  people  to 
Jesus." 

Yes,  but  tew  things  are  more  theolog- 
ically-driven than  evangelism.  Just  how 
lost  are  the  lost,  and  is  Jesus  Christ  the 
only  way  they  can  be  saved?  A  litany  of 
other  theological  issues  also  impact 
evangelism.  Whether  or  not  one  believes 
a  person  must  accept  Jesus  as  Lord  in 
order  to  receive  him  as  Savior  will  affect 
how  he  presents  the  Gospel.  Does  a  per- 
son believe  because  he  is  born  again,  or 
is  it  the  other  way  around? 

How  one  answers  that  question  goes 
a  long  way  in  determining  how  he  will 
give  an  invitation  at  the  end  of  his  ser- 
mon. We  cannot  separate  doctrines 
from  actions  —  the  former  informs  the 


latter.  This  is  true  of  all  Christian  reson- 
sibilities,  including  evangelism.  Just  how 
great  is  the  influence  of  belief  upon 
behavior? 

Consider  the  words  of  the  twentieth 
century  economist  John  Maynard 
Keynes: 

The  ideas  of  economists  and  political 
philosophers,  both  when  they  are  right  and 
when  they  are  wrong,  are  more  powerful  than 
is  commonly  understood.  Indeed  the  world  is 
ruled  by  little  else.  Practical  men,  who 
believe  themselves  to  be  quite  exempt  from 
any  intellectual  influences,  are  usually  the 
slaves  of  some  economist.  Madmen  in  author- 
ity, who  hear  voices  in  the  air,  are  distilling 
their  frenzy  from  some  academic  scribbler  of 
a  few  years  back. 

Keynes  is  talking  about  the  power  of 
ideas  upon  politics,  but  his  point  is  dou- 
bly true  when  it  comes  to  the  effect  the- 
ology has  on  ministry. 

Because  the  stakes  are  so  high  and 
the  undertaking  so  challenging,  it  is  easy 
to  see  why  many  are  intimidated  by  the 
task  of  doing  theology.  It  is  intimidat- 
ing! The  goal  of  theology  is  to  know 
God's  special  revelation  to  man,  His  will 
and  ways,  in  order  to  more  effectively 
live  holy  lives  in  His  service  and  to  lead 
others  to  do  the  same. 

What  could  be  more  important? 

Kenneth  Keathley  is  professor  of  theology 
and  senior  associate  dean.  He  holds  the 
M.Div.  ('95)  and  Ph.D.  COO)  from 
Southeastern. 


Even  the  statement,  "I  don't 
need  theology  —  just  the 
Bible,"  is  itself  a  theological 
position.  Doing  theology  is  an 
unavoidable  and  integral  part 
of  every  Christian's  life. 
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What  is  the  Annual  Fund? 

The  Annual  Fund  at  Southeastern  Seminary  and 
College  will  help  meet  the  ongoing  needs  for  flexible, 
unrestricted  income  to  support  the  stated  mission  of 
Southeastern.  As  unrestricted  gifts,  these  contributions 
are  used  by  Southeastern  on  a  daily  basis  where  the 
needs  and  opportunities  are  greatest. 

The  Annual  Fund  will  help  Southeastern  maintain 
an  outstanding  faculty,  provide  necessary  resources 
to  student  and  faculty  members,  supply  student 
financial  aid,  and  help  maintain  the  physical  plant. 

Membership  Benefits 

We  at  Southeastern  know  that  God  is  the  One  who 
ultimately  rewards  those  who  are  generous  and 
uphold  His  work.  Our  Annual  Fund  membership 
benefits  are  simply  one  way  we  can  say,  "Thank  you!" 
Some  of  these  benefits  are: 

♦J*  Special  Southeastern  gift 

❖  Campus  discounts  at  THE  LOCKER  and  THE  COURT 

❖  Outlook  magazine 

❖  Membership  is  renewable  annually 

Please  use  the  form  on  the  reverse  side  to 
become  a  member  today! 


Southeastern 

Baptist  Theological  Seminary 


Kimberly  Samuel 
:own:  Trinity,  N.C. 

i  Program:  Ph.D.  in  theological  studies 

)r.  John  Hammett.  Already  completed 
with  International  Church  Planting. 

d  you  choose  Southeastern? 
ing  my  first  year  of  college  while  pursu- 
)usiness  degree,  God  began  turning  my 
oward  missions.  Over  the  next  couple  of 
he  gave  me  a  glimpse  of  the  world  by 
ig  me  to  travel  a  bit,  to  get  to  know  some 
Ltional  students  and  to  work  with  a  cou- 
rtissions  organizations.  I  wanted  to  study 
-,  so  I  began  looking  at  missions  degree 
ms.  A  professor  recommended  that  I 
at  Southeastern,  and  a  friend  at 
astern  told  me  about  the  2+2  program, 
captured  my  attention!  When  I  heard 
the  possibility  of  combining  a  theological 
ion  with  two  years  of  international 
planting  work,  I  couldn't  pass  up  the 
:unity. 


your  Southeastern  education  impacting  your 

ent  two  years  in  Kenya,  where  my  pri- 
esponsibility  was  sharing  the  story  of  the 
I  —  from  Genesis  to  Revelation  —  with 
>ity  students.  The  students  became  my 
:  friends  as  I  lived  with  them  and  taught 
scripture.  And,  as  is  often  the  case  with 
sity  students,  they  asked  some  thoughtful 
allenging  questions!  I  became  quite  con- 
of  how  God  had  used  my  church  and  so 
>rofessors  and  friends  at  Southeastern  to 
ne  for  the  work  He  had  prepared  for  me 
/a. 

i  taught  me  so  much  there,  and  I  gained 
pleasure  from  seeing  Him  work  in  the 
f  my  friends,  drawing  them  to  Himself  and 
hem  to  reach  others, 
passion  in  Ph.D.  studies  is  thinking  theo- 
logically about  our  missions  task,  so  that  we  can 
properly  apply  our  theology  in  church  planting 
contexts.  I  count  it  a  privilege  to  both  serve  and 
study  at  Southeastern,  where  we  seek  to  glori- 
fy the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  by  equipping  students 
to  serve  the  church  and  fulfill  the  Great 


used  words  to  transmit  His  truth  to  us, 
then  he  is  contemplating  philosophical 
theology. 

If  one  searches  to  see  how  Baptists 
have  generally  understood  passages  that 
relate  to  the  ordinances  of  the  church, 
then  he  is  doing  historical  theology. 
Even  the  statement,  "I  don't  need  theol- 
ogy —  just  the  Bible,"  is  itself  a  theologi- 
cal position.  Doing  theology  is  an 
unavoidable  and  integral  part  of  every 
Christian's  lite. 

Reason  #  2:Theology  is  the 
discipline  whereby  the  blble 
is  applied  to  many  of  the 
difficult  issues  of  our  day. 

Think  of  the  many  ethical  issues  facing 
the  church  and  society.  Without  exception, 
each  "hot  potato"  has  underlying  theologi- 
cal concerns.  Consider  the  duel  issues  of 
abortion  and  euthanasia.  The  image  of 
God  as  seen  in  human  beings,  when  and 
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Even  the  statement,"!  dor 
need  theology  —  just  the 
Bible,"  is  itself  a  theologic 
position.  Doing  theology  i 
unavoidable  and  integral  p 
of  every  Christian's  life. 


Yes! 


I  will  support  Southeastern' s  Annual 
FUND  through  my  □  gift  □  commitment. 


AMOUNT  ENCLOSED  $ 

Please  charge  my  gift  to  my    D  Visa    O  MasterCard 

Card  #    _   Exp.  Date  _ 

Amt.  $   

Name   

Signature   

D  I  would  like  to  make  my  gift  in  monthly  payments  of  $  _ 

D  I  am  giving  to  Southeastern  in   memory  of  honor  of 


Annual  Fund  giving  levels 


D  President's  Circle 
Member  ($10,000-up) 

□  Cornerstone  Member 
($5,000-9,999) 

IZ]  Millenium  Member 
($1,0004,999) 


Name 


Century  Member 
($100-999) 
Q  Friend  of  Southeastern 

($99  AND  LESS) 

Planned  Giving  Society 
(those  who  place 
Southeastern  in 
their  will) 


Address 
City   


State 


Zip 


Home  Phone 
E-mail   


n  Alumnus  (year)  _ 

Q  Currently  I  am  not  receiving  the  Outlook  magazine. 


Alumni  Updates 

Use  the  space  below  to  share  new  information  with  us 


how  one  receives  his  soul,  the  Biblical  def- 
inition of  life  and  death  and  the  concept  of 
"person"  are  just  a  few  of  the  theological 
issues  that  inform  one's  position  on 
whether  it  is  morally  permissible  to  kill  an 
unborn  child  or  a  terminally  ill  patient. 

Another  controversial  topic  is  the 
role  of  men  and  women  in  the  church 
and  in  the  home.  The  arguments  posed 
by  both  sides  of  the  subject  take  a  num- 
ber of  surprising  turns  down  theological 
alleys.  There  are  debates  about  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Trinity  (Does  the  Father  also 
submit  to  the  Son?),  about  the  nature 
and  effects  of  the  fall  (Is  the  subordinate 
role  of  the  wife  a  result  of  the  curse?) 
and  about  the  nature  of  the  Incarnation 
(Could  the  second  Person  of  the  Trinity 


Please  make  checks  payable  to  g 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  3 
Thank  you  for  your  tax-deductible  investment.  3 
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son  believe  because  he  is  born  again,  or 
is  it  the  other  way  around? 

How  one  answers  that  question  goes 
a  long  way  in  determining  how  he  will 
give  an  invitation  at  the  end  of  his  ser- 
mon. We  cannot  separate  doctrines 
from  actions  —  the  former  informs  the 


18 


STUDENT  PROFILE 


Umberly  Samuel 
awn:  Trinity,  N.C. 

s  Program:  PS i.D.  in  theological  studies 

)r.  John  Hammett  Already  completed 
with  International  Church  Planting. 

d  you  choose  Southeastern? 
ing  my  first  year  of  college  while  pursu- 
>usiness  degree,  God  began  turning  my 
oward  missions.  Over  the  next  couple  of 
he  gave  me  a  glimpse  of  the  world  by 
ig  me  to  travel  a  bit,  to  get  to  know  some 
itional  students  and  to  work  with  a  cou- 
nissions  organizations.  I  wanted  to  study 
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passion  in  Ph.D.  studies  is  thinking  theo- 
logically about  our  missions  task,  so  that  we  can 
properly  apply  our  theology  in  church  planting 
contexts.  I  count  it  a  privilege  to  both  serve  and 
study  at  Southeastern,  where  we  seek  to  glori- 
fy the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  by  equipping  students 
to  serve  the  church  and  fulfill  the  Great 
Commission. 
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how  one  receives  his  soul,  the  Biblical  de 
inition  of  life  and  death  and  the  concept  t 
"person"  are  just  a  few  of  the  theologic; 
issues  that  inform  one's  position  o 
whether  it  is  morally  permissible  to  kill  a 
unborn  child  or  a  terminally  ill  patient. 

Another  controversial  topic  is  th 
role  of  men  and  women  in  the  churc 
and  in  the  home.  The  arguments  pose 
by  both  sides  of  the  subject  take  a  nun 
ber  of  surprising  turns  down  theologic; 
alleys.  There  are  debates  about  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Trinity  (Does  the  Father  also 
submit  to  the  Son?),  about  the  nature 
and  effects  of  the  fall  (Is  the  subordinate 
role  of  the  wife  a  result  of  the  curse?) 
and  about  the  nature  of  the  Incarnation 
(Could  the  second  Person  of  the  Trinity 


son  believe  because  he  is  born  again,  or 
is  it  the  other  way  around? 

How  one  answers  that  question  goes 
a  long  way  in  determining  how  he  will 
give  an  invitation  at  the  end  of  his  ser- 
mon. We  cannot  separate  doctrines 
from  actions  —  the  former  informs  the 
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Name:  Kimberly  Samuel 

Hometown:  Trinity,  N.C. 

Degree  Program:  Ph.D.  in  theological  studies 

with  Dr.  John  Hammett   Already  completed 

M.Div.  with  International  Church  Planting. 

Why  did  you  choose  Southeastern? 

During  my  first  year  of  college  while  pursu- 
ing a  business  degree,  God  began  turning  my 
heart  toward  missions.  Over  the  next  couple  of 
years,  he  gave  me  a  glimpse  of  the  world  by 
allowing  me  to  travel  a  bit,  to  get  to  know  some 
international  students  and  to  work  with  a  cou- 
ple of  missions  organizations.  I  wanted  to  study 
further,  so  I  began  looking  at  missions  degree 
programs.  A  professor  recommended  that  I 
look  at  Southeastern,  and  a  friend  at 
Southeastern  told  me  about  the  2+2  program, 
which  captured  my  attention!  When  I  heard 
about  the  possibility  of  combining  a  theological 
education  with  two  years  of  international 
church  planting  work,  I  couldn't  pass  up  the 
opportunity. 

How  is  your  Southeastern  education  impacting  your 
ministry? 

I  spent  two  years  in  Kenya,  where  my  pri- 
mary responsibility  was  sharing  the  story  of  the 
Gospel  —  from  Genesis  to  Revelation  —  with 
university  students.  The  students  became  my 
closest  friends  as  I  lived  with  them  and  taught 
them  Scripture.  And,  as  is  often  the  case  with 
university  students,  they  asked  some  thoughtful 
and  challenging  questions!  I  became  quite  con- 
scious of  how  God  had  used  my  church  and  so 
many  professors  and  friends  at  Southeastern  to 
equip  me  for  the  work  He  had  prepared  for  me 
in  Kenya. 

God  taught  me  so  much  there,  and  I  gained 
much  pleasure  from  seeing  Him  work  in  the 
lives  of  my  friends,  drawing  them  to  Himself  and 
using  them  to  reach  others. 

My  passion  in  Ph.D.  studies  is  thinking  theo- 
logically about  our  missions  task,  so  that  we  can 
properly  apply  our  theology  in  church  planting 
contexts.  I  count  it  a  privilege  to  both  serve  and 
study  at  Southeastern,  where  we  seek  to  glori- 
fy the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  by  equipping  students 
to  serve  the  church  and  fulfill  the  Great 
Commission. 


 [  Thinking  about  God  in  the  World  ]  

WHY 

THEOLOGY 
MATTERS 

WHEN  ENGAGING 

CULTURE 

I  remember  being  challenged  in  my  own  understanding  of  die  place  of  theolo- 
gy in  the  Christian  life  when  I  read  David  Wells'  book,  No  Place  for  Truth,  pub- 
lished in  1993.  Since  that  time,  my  commitment  to  the  primacy  of  theology  as 
essential  to  all  Christian  activity  has  continued  to  mature.  It  seems  to  me  that 
unless  theology  stands  as  primary  in  the  church,  the  risk  remains  that  much 
done  in  the  name  of  Christ  will  not  be  done  in  the  nature  of  Christ. 


If  theology  and  practice  are  in  any 
way  split  apart,  our  lives  will  lose  the 
authenticity  essential  to  our  calling. 
Living  authentically  as  light  and  salt  in  a 
place  of  spiritual  darkness  and  decay 
requires  understanding  theology  as 
something  more  than  organizing  Bible 
information  about  God. 

Theology  must  inform  not  only  what 
we  say  to  culture,  but  how  we  speak. 
Therefore,  if  Christians  are  to  bring  the- 
ology to  bear  upon  culture  they  must 
have  an  adequate  understanding  of  both 
theology  and  culture. 

Theological  efforts  should  reflect  an 


attempt  to  construct  a  coherent  under- 
standing of  the  triune  God  and  to  pres- 
ent a  view  of  lite  where  God  forms  the 
center  and  circumference.  The  concern 
is  two-fold:  expressing  truth  about  God 
accurately  and  learning  to  love  God  and 
neighbor  through  a  proper  understand- 
ing of  God.  Constructively,  theology 
informs  how  one  ought  to  think  about 
God,  what  tine  ought  to  do  for  his 
neighbor  and  the  spirit  in  which  one 
lives  authentically  in  the  world. 

In  this  sense,  theology  is  at  the  heart 
of  everything  we  do  as  Christians,  and 
we  must  never  slight  it  for  a  moment.  In 


this  view,  theology  is  never  a  terminal 
endeavor,  or  so  it  seems  to  me.  Not  only 
this,  but  a  robust  theology  must  avoid 
radical  doctrinal  specialization  but 
rather  order  each  particular  doctrine 
within  the  larger  theological  framework, 
as  no  one  doctrine  stands  by  itself. 

Cultural  Analysis 

Theology  by  definition  implies  that 
which  is  unified  and,  therefore,  should 
be  viewed  as  holistic  in  scope  and  inte- 
grative in  focus.  It  defines  everything 
rightly  by  placing  it  in  its  proper  rela- 
tionship to  God.  That  is  to  say,  theology 
is  not  only  about  particular  doctrines 


(though  it  is  that  in  some  sense);  in  the 
end,  our  theology  should  order  coher- 
ently our  understanding  of  God,  provok- 
ing love  for  God  and  neighbor. 

To  live  as  light  and  salt  requires  liv- 
ing theology  at  this  level.  It  should  pro- 
mote authentic  lives  that  exhibit 
redemption's  power  and  act  with 
redemption's  love,  proactively  engaging 
culture  at  those  points  at  which  theolo- 
gy and  culture  intersect. 

The  concept  of  culture,  at  least  tech- 
nically, requires  a  few  words  of  explana- 
tion as  well.  Unfortunately,  today  the 
term  "culture"  is  used  to  signify  that 
which  is  contrary  to  Christianity  or,  in  a 
more  general  sense,  what  people  often 
refer  to  as  traditional  values.  However,  I 
suggest  that  this  understanding  unfortu- 
nately advances  unwanted  and  unin- 
tended perceptions  of  Christianity  by 
those  outside  the  Christian  community. 
It  suggests  that  Christianity  sees  culture 
as  something  contrary  to  Christianity, 
when,  in  fact,  that  is  not  the  case  (or  I 
hope  it  is  not  the  case). 

Culture  primarily  refers  to  the  insti- 
tutions, practices  and  politics  of  any 
defined  social  group  which,  incidentally, 
includes  the  church.  Surely  Christians 
have  no  quarrel  with  education,  science, 
the  arts  and  so  forth.  Rather,  the  con- 
cern centers  on  the  manifestation  of  the 
"spirit  of  the  age"  in  the  different 
spheres  of  culture.  In  addition,  phrases 
such  as  "cultural  wars"  often  create  with- 
in the  Christian  community  an  attitude 
of  us-against-them  which,  from  the  start, 
places  Christians  in  an  adversarial  role 
when  engaging  cultural  issues. 

This  not  only  tends  to  minimize  per- 
sonal effectiveness,  but  also  sponsors  a 
spirit  contrary  to  the  Spirit  of  Christ 
when  engaging  those  outside  our  own 
community.  A  proper  understanding  of 
our  relationship  to  culture  will  con- 
tribute to  a  more  winsome  demeanor  as 
we  stand  as  a  faithful  witness  at  the 
intersection  of  theology  and  culture. 

Still,  effective  engagement  of  culture 
requires  something  more. 

First,  we  must  understand  at  what 
point  western  culture  has  gone  wrong 
because  an  effective  solution  rests  in  a 


proper  analysis.  Presently  western  cul- 
ture is  experiencing  a  socially  debilitat- 
ing fragmentation,  due  to  its  denying  or 
forsaking  the  unifying  element  that  the- 
ology supplies  —  God.  Without  God  — 
who  transcends  the  human  experience  — 
providing  the  necessary  grounding  for 
human  behavior,  in  time  everything 
becomes  relative  (a  point  made  by 
Richard  Weaver  in  Ideas  Have 
Consequences,  1948). 

What  theology  brings  to  our  relativis- 
tic  culture  is  the  idea  that  there  is  some- 
thing that  transcends  experience.  This 
underscores  the  necessity  of  a  theology 
that  centers  on  the  doctrine  of  creation, 
not  merely  as  a  statement  about  origins 
but  as  the  proper  understanding  of 
nature.  Without  God,  there  is  nothing  to 
unite  the  particulars  of  life.  Moreover, 
without  God  mankind  lacks  an  external 
moral  reference  by  which  to  find  direction 
and  purpose  both  in  life  and  in  death. 

Western  culture,  in  its  rejection  of 
God  as  creator,  has  lost  its  external  refer- 
ence point  leaving  it  with  an  unhealthy 
and  unjustified  obsession  with  the  par- 
ticulars of  this  life. 

Western  culture  acts  as  a  man  lost  in 
the  woods  who,  instead  of  fixing  his  eyes 
on  an  external  reference  point,  merely 
watches  his  feet  in  an  attempt  to  find  his 
way  out  of  the  woods.  The  end  result  is 
that  he  goes  in  circles,  becoming  increas- 
ingly disoriented  and  hopelessly  lost. 

This  is  a  picture  of  western  culture 
with  its  increasing  loss  of  social  stability 
at  its  very  core.  There  is  a  moral  failure 
precisely  because  "truth  has  fallen  in  the 
streets"  (Isa.  59:14). 

The  world  does  not  understand  the 
nature  of  its  lostness.  It  knows  some- 
thing is  wrong,  but  fails  to  comprehend 
the  true  nature  of  that  lostness.  Of 
course,  on  a  personal  level,  that  lostness 
is  only  remedied  in  Christ,  but  I  use  the 
term  lostness  to  speak  of  the  philosoph- 
ical and  moral  calamity  that  has  come 
upon  western  cultures. 

Increasingly  we  have  witnessed  the 
blunting  of  belief  in  God.  Even  among 
those  who  claim  to  believe  that  God 
exists,  there  is  very  little  edge  to  that 
belief  —  it  is  weak  and  inneffective.  This 


has  left  people  without  an  external  refer- 
ence for  moral  direction  and  without  a 
metaphysical  grounding  for  morality. 
Clearly,  this  is  a  decisive  point  of  the 
intersection  of  theology  and  culture. 

There  is  Hope 

Here  the  Christian  message  offers 
the  missing  piece  deleted  by  naturalism 
—  the  personal,  infinite  Creator  God 
who  stands  above  nature  and  has  spo- 
ken. This  points  first,  not  to  a  religious 
truth,  but  a  truth  about  the  nature  of 
reality;  that  is,  the  world  is  one  way  if 
God  is  there,  and  it  is  another  way  if  He 
is  not.  However,  our  voice  in  the  name 
of  truth  will  have  little  weight  if  our  the- 
ology has  no  edge  and  we  do  not  order 
our  lives  any  differently  than  those  with- 
out the  truth. 

Second,  we  must  understand  that  we 
are  first  called  to  love  the  Lord  our  God 
with  all  our  hearts,  with  all  our  souls 
and  with  all  our  minds  and  to  love  our 
neighbors  as  ourselves.  Whatever  we  do 
must  flow  from  this  or  else  we  lose  our 
way  in  attempting  to  speak  meaningfully 
at  the  intersection  of  theology  and  cul- 
ture. 

Some  time  ago  the  late  Francis 
Schaeffer  spoke  at  a  large  meeting  just 
months  before  his  death.  He  responded 
to  a  question  tegarding  if  there  was  any 
hope  that  the  church  would  win  the  bat- 
tle against  the  onslaught  of  secularism. 
Schaeffer's  reply  has  stayed  with  me  all 
these  years— he  said  that  we  do  not  stand 
for  truth  because  we  are  winning;  we  do 
it  because  our  risen  Lord  commands  it 
of  us. 

It  seems  to  me  that  engaging  culture 
could  get  us  off  point  if  we  forget  this. 
We  must  remember  to  keep  first  things 
first.  I  am  not  saying  loving  God  and 
engaging  the  spirit  of  this  age  are  some- 
how mutually  exclusive.  What  I  am  say- 
ing is  that  engaging  culture,  even  for  the 
sake  of  truth,  must  never  become  a  sub- 
stitute for  loving  God. 

The  danger,  as  I  see  it,  would  be  that 
the  Christian  community  becomes  sim- 
ply a  task-oriented  community.  That  is, 
it  thinks  only  in  terms  of  what  it  must 
accomplish,  prior  to  its  theology  moving 
it  to  love  God  and  neighbor.  When  a 


community  becomes  task-oriented,  what 
matters  is  the  goal  being  achieved.  Of 
course,  many  good  things  must  be  done; 
and  it  is  right  and  proper  to  accomplish 
those  things.  However,  when  the  empha- 
sis lands  on  the  end,  the  danger  exists 
that  achieving  the  end  muffles  any  con- 
cern for  the  theological  approval  of  the 
means. 

It  seems  to  me  that  theology  does 
not  have  its  proper  place  in  the  church's 
engagement  of  culture  unless  all  meth- 
ods pass  through  the  theological  grid  to 
insure  they  do  not  distort  the  message  or 
confuse  others.  What  is  more,  if  loving 
God  is  not  the  motivation  behind  engag- 
ing culture,  then  that  engagement  may 
look  more  like  a  merging  of  theology 
with  culture  instead  of  theology  giving 
direction  to  culture. 

Third,  engaging  culture  requires  the 
wise  application  of  theology  to  the  issue 
at  hand;  but,  furthermore,  it  must  be 
done  in  a  winsome  fashion.  You  might 
call  this  the  more  excellent  way  spoken 
of  in  1  Corinthians  1 3  —  the  way  of 


God's  love.  The  more  excellent  way  not 
only  honors  truth,  it  exhibits  a  commit- 
ment to  something  higher  in  principle 
than  is  common  in  the  world.  A  fuller 
commentary  on  the  more  excellent  way 
is  the  way  of  love,  joy,  peace,  longsufter- 
ing,  kindness,  goodness,  faithfulness, 
gentleness  and  self-control  (Gal  5:22- 
23).  This  is  the  way  of  the  Spirit  and  not 
that  of  the  flesh. 

Furthermore,  it  distinguishes 
between  the  essential  and  the  trivial  while 
refusing  the  temptation  to  mix  the  sacred 
with  the  profane,  regardless  of  what  one 
thinks  it  might  accomplish  for  good. 

The  world  deserves  to  see  the  true 
nature  of  Christian  theology,  not  just  by 
what  we  claim  is  true,  but  by  how  we  go 
about  communicating  it  to  those  who  do 
not  understand  their  own  lostness. 

Engaging  our  culture  means  not  only 
having  the  right  answers,  but  helping 
those  in  culture  to  understand  what  the 
right  questions  are,  questions  that  have 
been  muted  by  the  noise  of  the  world  or 
willfully  discounted  by  an  unfounded 


optimism  in  human  potential.  In  the 
end,  our  theology  ought  to  be  not  only 
the  stuff  found  in  sermons  (though  it 
should  be  found  in  our  sermons)  telling 
us  what  to  do,  but  our  understanding  of 
God  ought  to  inform  us  rightly  on  Him, 
how  to  love  Him  and  our  neighbors  and 
how  to  keep  all  things  in  order  when 
engaging  culture. 

For  this,  we  must  give  strenuous 
attention  to  doing  theology,  striving  for 
a  proper  understanding  of  culture  and 
dedicating  ourselves  to  the  more  excel- 
lent way  as  we  engage  the  spirit  of  this 
age  in  every  sphere  of  culture.  This 
requires  no  less  than  living,  thinking 
and  speaking  with  a  theological  faithful- 
ness at  every  point  in  life  and  ministry. 
By  this,  may  the  world  not  only  hear  our 
theologically-tuned  voice,  but  also  see 
our  theologically-shaped  heart  as  we 
engage  the  culture  with  grace  and  truth. 

Bruce  Little  is  professor  of  Christian  philos- 
ophy and  associate  director  of  the  L.  Russ  Bush 
Center  for  Faith  and  Culture.  He  holds  the 
Ph.D.  ('00)  from  Southeastern. 


Two  outstanding  programs. 
One  outstanding  seminary. 


Doctor  of  Education 


Southeastern's  newest  doctoral  program  offers  an  out- 
standing opportunity  for  highly-motivated  current  and 
future  educators  to  participate  in  rigorous  scholarship  in  a 
variety  of  educational  fields.  This  pursuit  will  enable  our 
graduates  to  become  more  effective  leaders  in  local  church 
education,  Christian  schools,  and  denominational  leader- 
ship. The  curriculum  design  follows  a  modified-residency 
format  for  those  already  involved  in  ministry.  The  pro- 
gram also  features  a  mentorship  which  pairs  each  student 
with  an  experienced  scholar. 

sebts.edu/edd 


Doctor  of  Philosophy 


At  Soudieastern,  every  classroom  is  a  Great 
Commission  classroom.  This  consuming  vision  is  trans- 
forming our  approach  to  Ph.D.  studies  as  well  as  we 
prepare  Great  Commission  scholars.  Together  we  are 
pursuing  the  glory  of  God  as  we  strive  for  the  highest 
standards  of  academic  excellence;  affirm  Scripture  as 
the  inspired  word  of  God;  integrate  faith  and  learning; 

and  live  as  a  community  of  learners.  We  pursue  aca- 
demic excellence  not  as  an  end  in  itself  but  a  means  to 
an  end  -  fulfilling  the  Great  Commission. 


sebts.edu/phd 


Southeastern 

Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
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Charles  W.  Abernathy 

George  K.  Beacher 

William  W.  Buchanan 

Heather  R.  Cochran 

J.  Brooks  Davis 

Stephanie  L.  Adams 

Bernard  L.  Bean 

Bradley  Buie 

Donald  R.  Cockes 

John  L.  Davis 

Stewart  Adams 

David  R.  Beck 

Robert  Bullard 

Jonathon  L.  Cockrell 

John  D.  Davis 

William  C.  Adams 

Barbara  S.  Belanger 

Clyde  T.  Bullington 

Alan  N.  Coker 

Leecie  Davis 

John  C.  Adkerson 

William  M.  Belk 

David  B.  Burgess 

Paul  Colby 

Rex  B.  Davis 

Jessica  R.  Aiken 

Douglas  K.  Bell 

Brian  Burke 

Robert  L.  Cole 

Philip  E.  Day 

Daniel  L.  Akin 

Bobby  L.  Bennett 

Udean  Burke 

Thurmond  Coleman 

Scott  Day 

Issam  M.  Alatallah 

Dennis  D.  Bennett 

Larry  H.  Burns 

Kenneth  S.  Coley 

Bruce  H.  Dayton 

Joseph  D.  Albert 

Josh  Bennett 

Timothy  P.  Burriss 

R.  A.  Coley 

Curtis  A.  Dean 

Erwin  Alexander 

Richard  L.  Bennett 

Woodrow  E.  Busch 

Terrence  R.  Collier 

Gail  M.  Deering 

Richard  Alexander 

Russell  S.  Bennett 

Cynthia  E.  Bush 

Earlie  G.  Collins 

James  E.  Dees 

Sheldon  Alexander 

William  L.  Bennett 

L.  Russ  Bush 

William  H.  Conrad 

David  DeForest 

Lazaro  M.  Alfonso 

Joseph  S.  Betts 

Russell  Bush 

Christopher  A.  Conti 

Alan  L.  DeFriese 

Andrew  T.  Allen 

Mark  H.  Bishop 

Rebecca  V.  Byrd 

Jack  H.  Cooke 

Ricky  T.  Delappe 

Anthony  W.  Allen 

Donald  G.  Bitting 

Tracy  L.  Byrd 

Ray  W.  Cooksey 

Janet  H.  Denham 

William  P.  Allen 

Walter  L.  Black 

Charles  L.  Callis 

Donna  Cooper 

Andrew  W.  Denton 

Tensley  L.  Almand 

Randall  G.  Blankenship 

Laura  E.  Campbell 

Peter  J.  Copeland 

Patrick  I.  Denton 

Thomas  P.  Alston 

Scott  Blankinship 

Patricia  D.  Campbell 

Caleb  T.  Coppenger 

Linda  J.  Dickerson 

David  L.  Anderson 

Leslie  D.  Blanton 

Alin  E.  Campian 

James  E.  Corn 

Joshua  P.  Dickinson 

Frank  M.  Anderson 

Jerry  Blevins 

Brad  Canalejo 

Mark  K.  Cottrell 

John  D.  Dill 

Robert  S.  Anderson 

Charles  A.  Blinkhorn 

Charles  A.  Capps 

Ronald  Cowan 

Brenda  W.  Dillon 

Thomas  P.  Anderson 

R.  Philip  Blinson 

J.  Russell  Capps 

Gerald  Cowen 

Douglas  L.  Dixon 

John  R.  Andrews 

Isaac  Block 

Joseph  K.  Carlisle 

Charles  L.  Cox 

Lois  L.  Dixon  - 

Timothy  Andrews 

Michael  D.  Boarts 

Kimberly  D.  Carr 

Joanne  Cox 

Margot  Dixon 

Chris  Angel 

Calvin  H.  Bobo 

David  S.  Carroll 

Ronald  D.  Craddock 

David  S.  Dockery 

Kevin  L.  Apperson 

Robert  F.  Boettner 

Staci  J.  Carroll 

Plumer  T.  Craft 

J.  E.  Dorminey 

Charles  Armstrong 

Brian  D.  Bohannon 

R.  L.  Carson 

Larry  Craig 

Aaron  Dougherty 

Debra  A.  Arnold 

Claude  D.  Boling 

Billy  W.  Carter 

Sam  Craven 

Milton  W.  Douglas 

Shane  B.  Arnold 

Edward  J.  Bolinsky 

Brent  W.  Carter 

Estar  Creech 

Cristie  A.  Dowda 

Elizabeth  Arredondo 

John  E.  Boone 

Jimmy  Carter 

Lawrence  W.  Creedle 

Jennifer  L.  Dowdy 

Peter  J.  Ashford 

John  S.  Boquist 

Reinaldo  Carvajal 

Ruth  D.  Creedmore 

Thomas  W.  Dowler 

Jimmy  M.  Autry 

Chuck  Bounds 

Jackie  S.  Carver 

Steven  Criscione 

Stella  Doyle 

Catherine  Avedisian 

Brandon  Boyd 

L.  V.  Carver 

Barbara  S.  Crisp 

Donald  G.  Drake 

Edward  L.  Baber 

Charles  H.  Boyd 

Scott  A.  Castle 

Roger  E.  Critcher 

Maxine  Drake 

G.  Todd  Babione 

Hazel  P.  Boyd 

Frank  J.  Catanzaro 

Jamie  O.  Cromwell 

Cyril  F.  Drum 

Edwin  L.  Bailey 

Gerald  K.  Boyter 

Carol  Cates 

Michelle  D.  Cronk 

Hampton  L.  Drum 

William  F.  Bailey 

Nicholas  M.  Braden 

James  L.  Cavenaugh 

Matthew  E.  Crosland 

Matt  Dummermuth 

Cindy  B.  Baker 

Jonathan  J.  Bradshaw 

Alvin  K.  Chadwick 

Craig  B.  Cummings 

Myron  Duncan 

Curt  Ball 

Travis  H.  Bradshaw 

Edith  D.  Chambers 

Joe  M.  Currin 

Delbert  L.  Durham 

Jerry  W.  Ball 

Edward  T.  Brady 

William  T.  Chandler  III 

Brian  Curtis 

Ulmer  S.  Eaddy 

R.  Douglas  Bakzegar 

C.  J.  Branch 

Don  Chappell 

John  M.  Curtis 

Larry  L.  Eakes 

Robert  Barkhau 

Phillip  D.  Brantley 

William  S.  Charlton 

William  J.  Curtis 

Scott  Eanes 

Scott  Barlowe 

E.  L.  Brewton 

Amy  Chasteen 

Gail  Curtis-Engle 

Joe  M.  Easterling 

Larry  J.  Barnhill 

John  R.  Bridges 

Ronald  W.  Cherry 

Stephen  C.  Dacus 

Stephen  B.  Eccher 

Robert  E.  Barrett 

Becky  J.  Bridgland 

Albert  R.  Childress 

Timothy  C.  Dale 

David  M.  Edgell 

Sarah  C.  Basham 

Susan  D.  Britt 

Clemmon  V.  Childress 

Billy  N.  Daniels 

Clifford  D.  Edmonds 

Michael  A.  Bass 

William  W.  Broome 

Alfred  W.  Choi 

Lunelia  H.  Daniels 

Timothy  L.  Edmonds 

Bruce  J.  Battle 

Bill  Brown 

Jungwoo  Chong 

Richard  M.  Daniels 

Peggy  W.  Edmondson 

James  O.  Baucom 

E.  Vaughn  Brown 

Christopher  S.  Church 

D.  Darty 

William  J.  Edwards 

Timothy  D.  Baucom 

Rick  Brown 

Marjorie  P.  Clarke 

Dennis  P.  Darville 

Larry  C.  Edwards,  II 

Margaret  Baumgardner 

Timothy  D.  Brown 

William  E.  Clarke 

Robert  H.  Darville 

Lewis  T.  Ehrhardt 

Roy  Baxley 

William  E.  Brown 

Jamie  T.  Clements 

Jerry  Davenport 

Raymond  D.  Elder 

Bobby  A.  Baxter 

Wm.  Bradley  Broyles 

Miles  T.  Clements 

Stacy  Davidson 

Bob  Ellinger 

Terry  Beach 

Edward  A.  Buchanan 

Charles  W.  Clinard 

Hugo  M.  Davis 

Kaitlin  E.  Ellingsen 

Frank  W.  Ellington 

Peter  W.  Haines 

Sienna  Howard 

Leonard  V.  Knott 

Howard  F.  McClaran 

Roderick  H.  Elliott 

Chris  E.  Haire 

Patrick  Hudson 

Ronald  A.  Knox 

Cornelia  L.  McClure 

Sidney  J.  Ellis 

James  D.  Hales 

Robert  V.  Hughes 

Andreas  J.  Kostenberger 

Donald  M.  McCollum 

Stephen  Embler 

Robert  L.  Hall 

Charles  B.  Hughston 

Mamy  E.  Kostenberger 

Phyllis  M.  McCraw 

David  L.  England 

Joshua  C.  Halubka 

Randall  R.  Humphreys 

John  D.  Kuespert 

Michael  McCray 

Donna  G.  Enrico 

John  S.  Hammett 

William  D.  Humphreys 

Steven  W.  Ladd 

Ferris  McDaniel 

Erik  G.  Estep 

Sandra  Hammond 

John  V.  Hunt 

Ernie  Lambert 

Ferris  L.  McDaniel  . 

Wendell  R.  Estep 

Chris  Hancock 

June  Hunt 

Timothy  A.  Lampley 

Michael  W.  McDill 

Lindsey  A.  Evans 

Jason  P.  Hand 

Kim  Hunter 

Courtney  J .  Lancaster 

Wayne  V  McDill 

David  R  Everts 

Roger  L.  Handy 

Lindsey  Hunter 

Glenn  Lancaster 

Aurelia  McDonald 

Ronald  W.  Faison 

Donna  Haney 

Ernest  E.  Hutchings 

Joshua  T.  Lancaster 

Larry  S.  McDonald 

Jack  E.  Fallaw 

James  A.  Hardee 

Ryan  R.  Hutchinson 

Joshua  Lanford 

Robert  G.  McDonald 

Rita  L.  Feet 

Mary  A.  Hardee 

Michael  Hyde 

M.  Polly  Langford 

Brenten  J.  McGuirt 

Stephen  F.  Felker 

Scott  A.  Harman 

David  Irvine 

David  Lanier 

Archie  G.  McKay 

Eddie  Ferguson 

Barry  S.  Harmon 

Richard  F.  Isaacs 

Samuel  L.  Lassiter 

John  M.  McLamb 

Dwight  R.  Fickling 

Keith  Harper 

Aaron  R.  Jackson 

John  Latta 

Joan  W.  McLaughlin 

Jesse  W.  Fields 

William  A.  Harrell 

Al  Jackson 

Jonathan  M.  Laughinghouse 

J.  T.  McLellan 

Michael  J.  Fillis 

Everette  G.  Harris 

James  R.  Jackson 

Robert  F.  Lavery 

Minne  B.  McPherson 

Robin  J.  Fleming 

J.  G.  Harris 

Nancy  A.  Jackson 

Jane  H.  Law 

Donna  L.  McQueen 

Claude  D.  Flowe 

John  P.  Harris 

Phyllis  S.  Jackson 

Ron  E.  Lawhon 

Jennifer  L.  McQueen 

James  A.  Ford 

John  W.  Harris 

Calvin  L.  Jacobs 

Cliff  Lawrence 

Michael  G.  Medcalf 

Marc  A.  Francis 

Mark  E.  Harris 

Jimmy  R.  Jacumin 

J.  Gregory  Lawson 

Alleen  P.  Medlin 

Jennifer  S.  Frank 

Virginia  H.  Harris 

R.  Alton  James 

James  C.  Lawson 

Albert  L.  Meiburg 

John  A.  Franklin 

Janet  Harrison 

Samuel  M.  James 

Michael  S.  Lawson 

LoriAnne  Melton 

Richard  E.  Frazier 

Thomas  F.  Harrison 

Yong  J.  Jee 

Frank  A.  Leonard 

James  Merritt 

James  R.  Frederick 

Ann  J.  Harvey 

Josephine  M.  Jeffreys 

Jay  Leonard 

Anna  C.  Middleton 

Michael  A.  Free 

George  H.  Harvey 

Donald  E.  Jenkins 

Nellie  C.  Leonard 

L.  E.  Midkiff 

Michel  A.  Freeman 

Frank  M.  Hawks 

Rick  L.  Jenkins 

Ron  M.  Leonard 

Angela  Miller 

Mitchell  R.  Freeman 

Michael  L.  Hawley 

Terese  Jerose 

Harold  Lessner 

John  E.  Miller 

John  D.  Frese 

Christopher  R.  Haygood 

Ralph  E.  Jett 

Sondra  L.  Lester 

Joshua  T.  Miller 

John  E.  Fuller 

Michele  Haywood 

April  R.  Johnson 

Bobby  R.  Lewis 

Silas  G.  Miller 

James  F.  Fulp 

Richard  A.  Headley 

Chad  J.  Johnson 

Peter  Libby 

Julian  R.  Mills 

Theodore  H.  Fulton 

Alex  L.  Heafner 

David  E.  Johnson 

Peter  J.  Link 

Richard  L.  Mills 

Rebecca  Furr 

Arvel  E.  Heafner 

Glenda  S.  Johnson 

Bruce  C.  Little 

Emma  Minor 

William  Futrell 

Janice  Heafner 

Jeffrey  M.  Johnson 

Kevin  Logg 

Norman  E.  Mitchell 

Mike  Gable 

Bryan  H.  Hedrick 

Joseph  R.  Johnson 

R.  Wayne  W.  Lovett,  Sr. 

James  C.  Moon 

Patsy  C.  Gadd 

Bradford  W.  Heil 

G.  Travis  T  Joines 

Adlyn  Loyd 

James  C.  Mooney 

Nick  Gaines 

Daniel  R.  Heimbach 

Arnold  Jones 

Mary  Jo  Lumley 

Richard  K.  Moore 

Sarah  Gaines 

Greg  Heisler 

Brian  K.  Jones 

David  Lusk 

Jeff  C.  Morgan 

Gary  A.  Galeotti 

Dorothy  Helms 

Dean  H.  Jones 

Sherie  A.  Lux 

Matthew  G.  Morgan 

Jeremy  Q.  Galloway 

Jesse  Helms 

Michael  Jones 

John  M.  Lynch 

Bob  Morris 

Gary  R.  Garrett 

Sandra  Henderson 

Shirley  Jones 

James  J.  Lyon 

Brenda  Morris 

James  P.  Garriss 

Sandra  P.  Herrera 

Jennifer  D.  Jones-Locklear 

Sharon  B.  Lyons 

Janie  C.  Morris 

Louis  C.  Gentry 

Henry  B.  Herring 

Larry  A.  Kahili 

Mark  A.  Mabry 

Cathy  Y.  Morrison 

Charles  F.  George 

Robert  R.  Herring 

Phillip  Kannan 

Michael  T.  Madaris 

Jerry  L.  Morrison 

R.  I.  Georgeson 

Austin  S.  Herrington 

Diane  Kay 

Shawn  Madden 

Stephanie  Morrison 

Christine  B.  Geraci 

Johnny  O.  Hewett 

Jimmy  W.  Kay 

Arthur  W.  Madill 

Allan  Moseley 

Michael  L.  Gibson 

Catherine  Higgins 

Kenneth  D.  Keathley 

Chris  Madison 

Neal  O.  Moseley 

Ronald  G.  Gibson 

Elisabeth  R.  Hillard 

Penny  Keathley 

James  H.  Mahan 

Julian  M.  Motley 

P.  Sparks  Giebeig 

Travis  B.  Hilton 

Justin  T.  Keeling 

Don  G.  Malone 

Richard  W.  Motley 

Stephen  C.  Gillette 

Justin  N.  Hime 

William  J.  Keesling 

Stanley  M.  Mangrum 

Rand  M.  Muender 

Nannette  M.  Godwin 

JoAnne  M.  Hines 

Reid  Keiger 

Samuel  W.  Mantiply 

Polly  L.  Mulholland 

Richard  H.  Godwin 

James  C.  Holdford 

Phyllis  C.  Keith 

Laura  M.  Maples 

Donna  R.  Mullins 

Esther  W.  Goetze 

Thomas  E.  Holdsworth 

Leonard  S.  Kellum 

Dick  Markley 

Nathan  S.  Murray 

Kenneth  W.  Goetze 

Cathy  L.  Holland 

Tara  L.  Kelly 

George  C.  Marsh 

Dennis  K.  Myers 

Donald  E.  Goforth 

Keith  Holland 

P.  Kevin  Keslar 

Terry  J.  Marshbum 

Timothy  W.  Myers 

Brandi  Golden 

E.  Wayne  Holley 

Ron  D.  Kessinger 

Charles  H.  Martin 

Richard  G.  Nahouse 

Danny  Golding 

Chester  H.  Holmes 

Robert  W.  Kester 

Jonathan  B.  Martin 

Douglas  M.  Nalley 

David  Golding 

Sonny  Holmes 

Edna  N.  Kilgore 

Michael  L.  Martin 

Bart  C.  Neal 

J.  D.  Goldston 

Ralph  E.  Holt 

Hyon  Kim 

William  T.  Martin 

Stephen  M.  Nees 

Hugh  T.  Gore 

John  Homan 

Nam  U.  Kim 

Carole  E.  Maruniak 

David  P.  Nelson 

Granville  Y.  Graham 

Quinn  Hooks 

Kevin  L.  King 

Robert  C.  Massie 

Randall  G.  Nessly 

John  M.  Graham 

Nancy  Hopkins 

Sid  King 

Ned  L.  Mathews 

Tom  J.  Nettles 

Shelley  Graves 

William  T.  Hopkins 

F.  Martin  King,  Jr. 

Cynthia  L.  Mathieson 

Michael  K.  Newby 

Earl  T.  Green 

Rachel  J.  Hopper 

Andrew  W.  King,  Sr. 

Jared  T.  Mathis 

Paul  M.  Newby 

Anthony  B.  Greenham 

Brian  Home 

Larry  W.  Kirby 

Sarah  Mattern 

Joyce  A.  Newton 

Betty  S.  Griffin 

Kenneth  R.  Home 

Aaron  J.  Kirchhefer 

Guy  D.  Mattox 

Anthony  J.  Nichols 

C.C.  Grimsley 

Joshua  M.  Horner 

Robert  N.  Kirk 

Hollis  B.  May 

Brittany  K.  Nichols 

Virion  H.  Griner 

William  R.  Homer 

Craig  Kiser 

Lawrence  W.  Mayo 

Doug  D.  Nickalson 

Kevin  W.  Grooms 

Garnette  E.  Houts 

David  L.  Kite 

John  M.  McBride 

Jean  W.  Nielsen 

Qi  Wei  D.  Gu 

Lowell  T.  Hovis 

Nathan  Knight 

Michael  K.  McCarthy 

Greg  S.  Nix 

Randall  T.  Hahn 

Joseph  Howard 

Lawrence  H.  Knott 

Melissa  P.  McCaslin 

Gary  W.  Norberg 

Teresa  D.  Norris 

Steven  E.  Ray 

Mildred  Schroeder 

Steven  E.  Stinson 

Jack  C.  V/eaver 

Timothy  A.  Nugent 

John  R.  Reale 

Don  Schwisow 

Harry  Stokes 

Kyle  Webb 

Kelli  R.  Nussbaum 

Robert  M.  Reasoner 

Ben  Scott 

Linwood  Stone 

Timothy  Webel 

Alan  O'Dell 

Stephen  W.  Rector,  Jr. 

Shannon  A.  Scott 

Oleta  Stone 

Andrew  Weber 

Richard  D.  Odom 

Pam  Reed 

Timothy  Scott 

Ronnie  D.  Stone 

Elton  V  Welton 

Brian  Ogburn 

J.  W.  Reel 

Robert  L.  Scruggs 

Sharyn  A.  Stone 

Deborah  C  ^^heeler 

Randy  C.  Oglesby 

Charles  Reemsnyder 

Tony  Sedberry 

James  H.  Stovall 

Larry  D.  Whichard 

J.  Hilton  H.  Olive 

Donald  R.  Reeves 

Paul  Seddon 

Michael  W.  Stovall 

Nathan  A.  Whisnant 

Anthony  M.  Omerzu 

Ray  G.  Register 

Richard  C.  Seim 

Joseph  F.  Stover 

Bruce  E.  Whitaker 

James  A.  Orr 

Alvin  L.  Reid 

Jaime  D.  Sellers 

Randy  R.  Stover 

Ellen  W.  White 

Paula  L.  Osborne 

Bill  Reid 

Kenneth  W.  Senger 

Geoffrey  A.  Straughn 

Mark  E.  Whiteman 

Charles  T.  Owens 

Steven  M.  Renfrow 

Mary  C.  Senger 

Charles  D.  Strickland 

Jason  L.  Whitfield 

M.  O.  Owens 

Deborah  L.  Reno 

Helen  M.  Sharp 

Elvin  E.  Strowd 

Barry  E.  Whitworth 

Waylan  B.  Owens 

Roger  L.  Repp 

Billy  B.  Shaw 

Christopher  M.  Stuart 

Burt  E.  Wichek 

Joe  A.  Owings 

Percell  Revels 

Erin  M.  Shaw 

Bryan  A.  Sturm 

Douglas  A.  Wiessner 

John  A.  Owston 

Bradley  D.  Reynolds 

Joe  C.  Sheffield 

Christopher  Sullivan 

John  J.  Wiggins 

Judy  L.  Page 

James  L.  Reynolds 

T.  L.  Sheldon 

Hewlett  K.  Sullivan 

Rachel  Wiggins 

Sandra  Page 

Cecil  D.  Rhodes 

Martha  Shellman 

Joseph  H.  Surkamer 

Henry  M.  Wilder 

Daniel  J.  Palmer 

Aaron  M.  Rice 

Derick  L.  Shepherd 

Christopher  A.  Swalley 

Edward  S.  Wilkes 

J.  Michael  Palmer 

Michael  W.  Rice 

Dade  Sherman 

Daniel  M.  Talbert 

Kenneth  P.  Wilkinson 

William  L.  Palmer 

David  W.  Rich 

David  B.  Sherrod 

Dolan  A.  Talbert 

Joseph  B.  Willard 

John  C.  Panichello 

Gary  L.  Rickman 

James  H.  Shirley 

Paul  S.  Tankersley 

Joshua  J.  Willard 

Raymond  H.  Parbst 

Arthur  Ricks 

Larry  N.  Shirley 

Jerry  L.  Taylor 

Ted  Y.  Willard 

Sheri  L.  Paris 

Andrew  Rist 

Nathan  Shirley 

Jonathan  J.  Taylor 

Donald  T.  Williams 

Anne  V.  Parker 

Matthew  A.  Ritchie 

Seth  N.  Shirley 

Lillian  R.  Taylor 

Fred  M.  Williams 

Cherry  W.  Parker 

Jonathan  J.  Rivera 

Ashely  L.  Shook 

Lynn  A.  Taylor 

Kevin  Williams 

Gerald  L.  Parker 

Theodore  F.  Rivera 

David  L.  Shook 

Olin  O.  Taylor 

Ormand  C.  Williams 

Dicky  E.  Parrish 

George  H.  Roach 

Mike  Showalter 

Theresa  Taylor 

Shelly  J.  Williams 

David  L.  Parrott 

Anna  C.  Robbins 

Mark  J.  Shue 

Mary  K.  Teague 

Aubrey  R.  Williamson 

Jonathan  Parsons 

Betsy  Roberts 

Gary  L.  Shugart 

William  Teague 

Henry  G.  Williamson 

Betty  J-  Patterson 

Kenneth  F.  Roberts 

Teresa  Sigmon 

Leslie  Tharrington 

Donald  R.  Wilson 

James  W.  Patterson 

Angie  E.  Robinson 

Charles  L.  Simmons 

Wesley  Thomas 

Jimmy  R.  Wilson 

Paige  Patterson 

Maurice  A.  Robinson 

John  M.  Simms 

Haymond  N.  Thompson 

Kevin  A.  Wilson 

David  J.  Payne 

Richard  A.  Rockwell 

J.  Ed  Sinclair 

S.  Jack  Thompson 

Ricky  D.  Wilson 

Don  Pearce 

John  G.  Rocovich 

Ed  Singleton 

Eugene  Tiddy 

Andrew  Winburn 

Ryan  Peduzzi 

Alejandro  E.  Rodriguez 

Andrew  B.  Sloan 

Aaron  B.  Tolbert 

Amy  Joy  Winegarden 

Renee  Peebles 

James  O.  Rogers 

Bailey  Smith 

Richard  G.  Toler 

James  M.  Winslow 

Elisabeth  A.  Pelton 

Orville  C.  Rogers 

Charles  W.  Smith 

William  L.  Tomlinson 

James  M.  Winslow 

Betty  J.  Pennell 

Timothy  H.  Rogers 

Eleanore  Smith 

William  S.  Townsend 

Tricia  J.  Winslow 

John  D.  Penny 

William  K.  Rogers 

Elton  L.  Smith 

Mark  T.  Tozier 

Vicki  Wolfe 

Susanne  J.  Perla 

Dorothy  I.  Rooker 

Joel  R.  Smith 

Michael  Travers 

Nancy  P.  Womack 

Diana  H.  Perry 

Mark  F.  Rooker 

Michael  L.  Smith 

Arthur  W.  Trump 

James  E.  Womble 

Michael  J.  Peters 

Mitzi  M.  Roper 

Michael  E.  Smith 

Larry  A.  Tyler 

Alicia  C.  Wong 

Gary  B.  Phaup 

Gregory  C.  Rose 

Michael  C.  Smith 

Matthew  R.  Tyler 

Matthew  L.  Wood 

Gene  D.  Phillips 

Peggy  L.  Rose 

Shaun  W.  Smith 

Frederick  C.  Tyner 

Thomas  R.  Woodell 

Vincent  E.  Pienski 

Barbara  J.  Rosolowski 

Terry  M.  Smoak 

Robert  L.  Tyson 

Richard  Woods 

T.  C.  Pinckney 

Elizabeth  L.  Ross 
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Trustees  approve  M.Div.  tracks 
in  student,  collegiate  ministries 

To  provide  further  educational  opportunities  for  those 
responding  to  God's  call  in  ministry,  trustees  of  Southeastern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  approved  two  new  master  of  divini- 
ty tracks  during  their  meeting  April  16-17. 

The  new  tracks  are  the  M.Div.  with  student  ministry  and  the 
M.Div.  with  collegiate  ministry. 

"These  new  M.Div.  tracks  provide  specific  training  for  two  vital 
arenas  of  ministry,"  said  David  Nelson,  senior  vice  president  of 
academic  administration  and  dean  of  faculty.  "Never  before  has 
there  been  a  greater  need  for  pastoral  ministry  to  students  and 
families,  and  the  university  campuses  of  our  country  have  become 
mission  fields  as  the  peoples  of  the  earth  have  literally  come  to  the 
United  States  for  higher  education.  By  training  Southeastern  stu- 
dents in  these  programs  we  can  help  churches  reach  a  generation 
and  see  that  generation  carry  the  Gospel  to  the  ends  of  the  earth." 

Southeastern's  new  mission  statement,  approved  by  the  board 
last  year,  reads:  "Southeastern  seeks  to  glorify  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
by  equipping  students  to  serve  the  church  and  fulfill  the  Great 
Commission  (Matthew  28:19-20)." 

In  keeping  with  its  commitment  to  this  mission  and  its  strong 
curriculum  across  many  disciplines,  Southeastern  is  approaching 
these  two  tracks  differently  from  many  other  degrees.  In  addition 
to  the  M.Div.  core  requirements  which  include  intensive  training 
in  biblical  languages,  exegesis  and  theology,  each  track  requires  stu- 
dents to  complete  a  one-year  internship. 

With  a  student  ministry  concentration,  the  student  must  work 
with  a  youth  ministry  in  a  church  for  the  year  of  his  internship.  To 
obtain  the  collegiate  ministry  concentration,  a  student  will  work 
for  a  semester  in  a  church  collegiate  ministry  and  a  semester  at  a 
college  or  university. 

Alvin  Reid,  professor  of  evangelism  at  Southeastern,  works 
with  and  speaks  to  high  school  and  college  students  on  a  regular 
basis.  He  is  confident  about  the  possibilities  the  two  degrees  hold 
for  Southeastern  and  its  students. 

"Currently  in  the  United  States  there  are  more  youth  than  at 
any  time  in  our  nation's  history.  This  degree  will  equip  ministers 
to  youth  and  to  their  families  to  provide  effective  biblical  training 
as  well  as  practical  application  through  internships.  We  believe 
youth  should  be  challenged  to  change  the  world,  not  simply  enter- 
tained," Reid  said.  "The  college  campus  represents  one  of  the  most 
vital  mission  fields  in  America  today.  The  collegiate  ministry  track, 
which  features  thorough  theological  training  as  well  as  an  intern- 
ship with  a  vibrant  campus  ministry,  aims  to  prepare  ministers 
who  will  take  campuses  for  Christ!" 

Classes  for  these  tracks  will  begin  in  the  fall. 

Trustees  also  heard  that  the  2007-2008  proposed  budget  for 
Southeastern  is  more  than  $21.2  million,  a  5.68%  increase  from 
the  previous  year.  The  Cooperative  Program  receipts  are  projected 
at  $8.22  million,  a  $215,000  increase  from  2006-2007. 

"Without  the  Cooperative  Program  Southeastern  could  not 
provide  a  quality  education  at  a  cost  affordable  to  the  vast  majori- 


ty of  our  students,"  said  Hutchinson.  "We  cannot  give  enough 
thanks  to  the  members  of  the  churches  that  comprise  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  contribute  to  the  Cooperative 
Program  each  year.  Their  giving  enables  us  to  accomplish  our  mis- 
sion of  glorifying  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  by  equipping  students  to 
service  the  church  and  fulfill  the  Great  Commission." 

Joy  Rancatore 

DanielAkin.com  serves  many 
with  thousands  of  resources 

Those  desiring  to  broaden  their  knowledge  on  all  things  theo- 
logical, biblical,  practical  and  Southern  Baptist  now  have  a  great 
avenue  with  an  even  better  look  and  feel. 

DanielAkin.com,  the  website  for  President  Daniel  Akin,  has 
received  a  facelift.  The  new  look  of  the  site  will  make  it  easier  to 
navigate  through  the  wealth  of  information  available  through  the 
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site  for  free,  according  to  Dennis  Darville,  vice  president  for  insti- 
tutional advancement  at  Southeastern. 

Thousands  of  resources  such  as  sermon  audio,  Bible  book 
study  outlines,  theology  and  preaching  lectures  and  other  great 
aids  can  be  viewed  or  downloaded  from  the  site. 

"Preachers  committed  to  their  call  to  ministry  face  great  chal- 
lenges as  they  seek  to  shepherd  their  flocks,  care  for  the  day-to-day 
tasks  at  the  church  and  still  find  time  to  do  in-depth  study  for  their 
sermons,"  Akin  said.  "I  want  these  devoted  pastors  to  have  anoth- 
er resource  they  know  is  right  at  their  fingertips  for  study  and 
encouragement. " 

The  site  also  contains  a  list  of  books  recommended  by  Akin. 

Also  launched  by  Akin  this  semester  was  a  podcast  featuring  a 
wealth  of  sermons  and  teaching  material.  Visitors  can  subscribe  to 
this  regularly-updated  podcast  through  the  site. 

The  podcast  can  be  accessed  through  Akin's  website  or  the 
Southeastern  site,  sebts.edu,  or  by  searching  for  his  name  at  the 
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iTunes  Music  Store  podcast  directory.  Users  can  subscribe  to  the 
podcast  so  that  it  can  be  updated  automatically  each  time  a  new 
sermon  is  added. 

In  the  rapidly  changing  world  of  online  communication, 
Akin's  podcast  will  provide  listeners  with  solidly  biblical  exposi- 
tion from  a  pastor  and  scholar  whose  reputation  for  faithfulness 
to  the  text  of  Scripture  is  firm  and  well-founded. 

"My  prayer  is  that  God  will  use  this  podcast  as  a  way  to  reach 
people  all  over  the  world  with  His  Word,  as  well  as  teach  the  value 
and  importance  of  expository  preaching,"  Akin  said. 

David  Nelson,  Southeastern's  senior  vice  president  of  academ- 
ic administration,  noted  that  even  though  there  are  thousands  of 
podcasts  available  and  scores  of  new  ones  appearing  daily,  the 
Akin  podcast  is  one  to  which  pastors  and  students  of  God's  Word 
will  want  to  subscribe  and  listen  often. 

"Dr.  Akin  is  rare  in  that  he  is  a  scholar-teacher  whose  preach- 
ing speaks  to  the  heart  and  the  mind,  both  instructing  and  inspir- 
ing," Nelson  said.  "I  know  that  pastors  and  teachers  all  over  the 
world  will  find  this  podcast  to  be  among  the  very  best  available." 

In  addition  to  Akin's  podcast,  Southeastern  regularly  pod- 
casts  its  thrice-weekly  chapel  services  during  the  fall  and  spring 
semesters,  featuring  some  of  the  world's  most  renowned 
preachers  and  scholars.  The  chapel  podcast  can  be  accessed 
through  the  Southeastern  website,  sebts.edu,  or  by  searching 
for  Southeastern  Seminary  at  the  iTunes  Music  Store  podcast 
directory. 

Jason  Hall,  Joy  Rancatore 

Leadership  professor 
appointed  to  faculty 

Gary  Bredfeldt  will  join  the  Southeastern  faculty  in  the  fall  as 
professor  of  Christian  leadership  and  discipleship.  He  comes  from 
The  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky., 
where  he  serves  as  associate  dean  for  doctoral  studies  and  profes- 
sor of  leadership  and  church  ministry. 

"Dr.  Bredfeldt  brings  a  wealth  of  wisdom  and  experience  to 
Southeastern,"  Nelson  said.  "In  particular,  his  passion  to  wed 
leadership  and  discipleship  to  the  task  of  the  Great  Commission 
is  a  perfect  fit  for  our  mission.  I  am  grateful  that  God  has  sent  him 
to  us." 

Bredfeldt,  author  of  Great  Leader,  Great  Teacher,  has  more  than 
20  years  experience  in  Christian  higher  education  from  Southern, 
Moody  Bible  Institute  and  the  Ontario  Bible  College  and 
Seminary.  Also,  he  has  31  years  of  church  ministry  experience. 

In  other  faculty  news,  Nathan  Finn  and  Hayden  Lindsey  have 
been  appointed  to  fulltime  teaching  positions  in  the  college.  Finn 
will  teach  church  history,  and  Lindsey  will  teach  English. 

David  Jones  has  received  a  promotion  from  assistant  to  associ- 
ate professor  of  Christian  ethics.  Bruce  Ashford  was  promoted 
from  assistant  to  associate  professor  of  philosophy  and  intercultur- 
al  studies. 

Joy  Rancatore 


Collegiate  conference  focuses  on 
biblical  view  of  sex 

More  than  800  college  and  high  school  students  gathered  on 
Southeastern's  campus  Feb.  2-3  to  talk  about  sex  during  the  2007 
20/20  Collegiate  Conference. 

Several  of  the  country's  most  notable  Christian  thinkers 
addressed  college  students  on  the  theme  "Sex  and  the  City  of 
God."  The  topic  is  vitally  important,  said  Southeastern  President 
Daniel  Akin,  a  conference  speaker  and  the  author  of  God  on  Sex. 

"When  college  students  are  asked  what  they  would  most  like 
to  experience  in  the  future,  the  most  continuing  answer  is  to  get 
married  and  to  stay  married,"  Akin  said. 

Akin  and  fellow  speakers  Richard  John  Neuhaus,  editor  of 
First  Tilings;  Peter  Kreeft,  professor  of  philosophy  at  Boston 
College;  and  David  Nelson,  senior  vice  president  of  academic 
administration  and  dean  of  the  faculty  at  Southeastern,  lectured 
on  topics  regarding  marriage,  the  city  of  God,  sexual  abuse  and  sex 
in  heaven. 


The  2007  20/20  Collegiate  Conference  drew  more  than  800  col- 
lege and  high  school  students  to  Southeastern. 

Akin's  lecture  discussed  the  biblical  importance  of  gender 
roles  and  the  theological  foundations  for  marriage. 

Tracy  Aggers,  a  student  at  North  Carolina  State  University, 
said  she  appreciated  straight  talk  on  a  subject  that  is  often  taboo 
in  Christian  circles. 

"We  want  to  learn  ahead  of  time  how  not  to  make  mistakes," 
Aggers  said. 

A  couple  of  students  expressed  appreciation  that  the  confer- 
ence addressed  the  roles  of  men  and  women  equally.  Maggie 
Mobley,  a  student  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel 
Hill,  was  encouraged  that  Akin's  message  addressed  "how  these 
distinct  roles  honor  the  Lord  and  are  not  intended  as  chores." 

Neuhaus,  author  of  The  Naked  Public  Square,  continued  this 
topic  on  honoring  the  Lord  as  he  discussed  love  as  a  sexual 
appetite  and  sex  as  a  participation  in  the  love  of  God  the  Creator. 

"Marriage  is  the  exemplification  of  truth  that  God  is  love," 
stated  Neuhaus,  while  also  encouraging  college  students  to  exam- 
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ine  the  difference  between  holiness  and  happiness  and  to  embrace 
God's  forgiveness. 

Kreeft,  who  has  written  more  than  45  books  including 
Handbook  of  Christian  Apologetics,  kicked  off  the  first  plenary  ses- 
sion on  Saturday  morning  with  a  profound  and  moving  lecture  on 
the  nature  of  sex. 

"God  is  the  archetype  of  all  realness.  Therefore,  sex  in  its 
realest  form  is  displayed  in  the  most  sexual  being,  God  Himself," 
Kreeft  said. 

Nelson,  dean  of  faculty  at  Southeastern,  spoke  with  passion 
and  honesty  at  the  second  of  the  day's  plenary  sessions.  Nelson 
shared  his  thoughts  on  the  ugly  nature  of  sexual  abuse  and  how 
God's  people  should  respond  to  this  rapidly  growing  issue.  Nelson 
conveyed  three  foundations  to  which  a  victim  of  sexual  abuse  can 
cling:  the  cross,  the  Word  of  God  and  the  church. 

In  addition  to  the  rich  teachings  during  the  plenary  sessions, 
those  in  attendance  chose  from  18  seminars  to  increase  their  learn- 
ing during  the  two-day  conference. 

Plans  are  under  way  for  the  2008  20/20  Collegiate 
Conference,  to  be  held  at  Southeastern  Feb.  1-2. 

]ared  Leverington,  Joy  Blinson,  Jason  Hall 


"Psalm  23  is  really  not  about  death;  Psalm  23  is  really  about 
life,"  Akin  said.  "It  is  not  about  dying;  it  is  about  living  under  the 
watch  care  day  in  and  day  out  for  the  totality  of  your  life  under  a 
shepherd  king." 

He  focused  on  the  provisions  of  nourishment  and  rest  that 
God  gives  to  His  people. 

"He  restores  us.  When  we  are  weak,  He  gives  us  strength," 
Akin  said.  "He  leads  you;  He  doesn't  drive  you.  He  doesn't  coerce 


Fall  ceremony  recognizes 
161  graduates 

Southeastern  celebrated  the  accomplishments  of  161  students  at 
the  fall  commencement  Dec.  15. 

Students  received  degrees  ranging  from  associate  and  bachelor 
degrees  to  master  and  doctoral  degrees.  Daniel  Akin,  president  of 
the  institution,  gave  the  charge  to  the  graduates  during  the  com- 
bined ceremony.  A  total  of  110  students  received  graduate  degrees 
and  51  received  their  degrees  from  Southeastern  College  at  Wake 
Forest,  the  undergraduate  school  of  the  institution. 

Akin's  passage  for  the  address  was  Psalm  23,  and  the  message 
was  titled  "A  Portrait  of  our  Shepherd  King."  Akin  began  the  mes- 
sage by  listing  names  and  metaphors  for  God,  such  as  lion,  eagle, 
lamb,  hiding  place,  rock,  bridegroom,  husband,  father  and  judge. 

"Yet,  one  of  the  most  tender  images  that  you  find  in  the  Bible 
when  it  comes  to  helping  us  understand  God's  care  and  concern 
for  us,  the  fact  that  God  has  committed  Himself  to  His  children 
to  guide  them  and  to  protect  them,  is  the  image  of  a  shepherd  or 
better,  in  my  judgment,  a  shepherd  king,"  Akin  said. 

He  pointed  out  three  times  in  the  Bible  God  is  referred  to  as 
shepherd.  John  10:11  uses  the  term  "Good  Shepherd,"  Hebrews 
13:20  presents  Him  as  the  "Great  Shepherd,"  and  I  Peter  5:4  reads 
"Chief  Shepherd."  Akin  pointed  out  that  each  of  these  references 
has  its  origin  in  Psalm  23.  He  called  Psalms  22-24  a  "magnificent 
trio  giving  us  different  portraits  and  different  perspectives  on  our 
great  Shepherd  King,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

According  to  Akin,  Psalm  22  focuses  on  the  "suffering  King," 
Psalm  23  on  the  "shepherd  King"  and  Psalm  24  on  the  "sovereign 
King."  He  said  that  Psalm  23  is  often  portrayed  as  a  passage  only 
for  funerals. 


Graduates  gather  for  a  photo  opportunity  outside  Binkley  Chapel 
after  commencement  services  in  December. 

you:  He  doesn't  manipulate  you.  God's  leading  is  always  right. 
God's  leading  is  always  correct.  He  leads  us  to  live  the  right  way." 

With  those  statements,  Akin  gave  a  word  of  counsel  to  the 
graduates. 

"Doing  the  right  thing  in  the  right  way  is  a  sure  mark  of  spiri- 
tual maturity.  It  is  not  enough.. .to  do  the  right  thing;  it  is  impera- 
tive to  do  it  in  the  right  way,"  he  said. 

Akin  closed  with  a  look  at  verse  six:  "Surely  goodness  and 
mercy  shall  follow  me  " 

He  explained  the  use  of  "shall  follow"  literally  means  God  will 
"pursue"  or  "chase  after  with  great  intensity." 

"You  can't  outrun  God.  You  may  think  you're  quick.  You  may 
think  you're  swift;  but  —  I've  got  news  for  you  —  you  can't  outrun 
Him,  and  you  cannot  outlast  Him.  His  goodness  and  His  mercy 
will  again  and  again  and  again  track  you  down." 

Akin  encouraged  the  graduates  that,  regardless  of  what  God 
calls  them  to  along  their  paths  of  righteousness,  God  will  be  with 
them  and  will  provide  their  nourishment  and  rest. 

Joy  Rancatore 

Darville  named  advancement  VP 

Dennis  Darville  was  announced  as  the  new  vice  president  of 
institutional  advancement  at  the  spring  Board  of  Trustees  meeting. 

Ryan  Hutchinson,  senior  vice  president  of  business  adminis- 
tration, said  Darville  is  uniquely  suited  for  this  important  post. 

"Dennis  brings  to  us  creative  leadership  that  will  energize  our 
institutional  advancement  efforts  and  a  godly  character  that  will 
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keep  these  same  efforts  firmly  grounded  in  a  desire  to  honor 
God,"  Hutchinson  said. 

Darville  brings  to  the  post  several  years  of  experience  in  min- 
istry and  the  business  world.  He  has  served  for  the  past  year  as 
vice  president  for  communications  and  student  development. 

Also  included  in  this  move  is  a  reorganization  which  brings 
the  departments  of  financial  development,  communications  and 
student  development  into  a  new  institutional  advancement  divi- 
sion under  Darville. 

"I  would  ask  that  all  Southeastern  supporters  and  alumni 
pray  for  us  as  we  endeavor  to  further  the  kingdom  of  God 
together,"  he  said.  "We  have  a  great  task  ahead  of  us,  but  we 
serve  a  mighty  God.  I  suspect  God  wants  to  accomplish  more 
than  we  can  possibly  imagine." 

Jason  Hall 

Professors  release  new  books 

Several  Southeastern  professors  have  recently  released  books 
on  topics  from  theology  and  biblical  studies  to  church  life. 

Andreas  Kostenberger,  director  of  Ph.D.  studies  and  professor 
of  New  Testament  and  Greek,  has  authored  parts  of  two  books  in 
recent  months.  Kostenberger  wrote  the  commentary  on  the 
Pastoral  Epistles  that  appears  in  the  updated  Expositor's  Bible 
Commentary  by  Zondervan. 

The  EBC  is  a  commentary  set  that  is  well-known  among  pas- 
tors and  Bible  students  for  its  top-notch,  conservative  scholarship. 
Zondervan  recently  began  updating  the  series  for  a  new  generation 
of  pastors  and  scholars,  and  Kostenberger  was  tapped  for  work  on 
1  and  2  Timothy  and  Titus.  His  work  appears  in  volume  12  of  the 
new  edition  of  the  EBC. 

Kostenberger,  along  with  church  history  professor  Steve 
McKinion,  contributed  to  a  volume  edited  by  Thomas  Schreiner 
called  Believer's  Baptism:  Sign  of  the  New  Covenant  in  Christ.  The  vol- 
ume is  the  second  in  a  new  series  produced  by  B  &  H  Academic 
called  NAC  Studies  in  Bible  and  Theology. 

The  purpose  of  the  volume  is  to  defend  the  view  of  believer's 
baptism  from  several  angles.  Kostenberger  contributes  a  chapter 
on  baptism  in  the  Gospels,  and  McKinion  writes  on  baptism 
among  the  patristic  writings. 

President  Akin  said  of  the  book,  "(it)  is  destined  to  be  a  clas- 
sic concerning  the  doctrine  of  baptism." 

Also  produced  by  B  &  H  recently  was  Spirit-Led  Preaching  by 
Greg  Heisler,  assistant  professor  of  preaching.  Heisler  argues  the 
reformation  of  Christian  preaching  experienced  in  recent  years  by 
many  churches  is  not  complete  withut  a  vital  understanding  of  the 
role  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  expository  preaching. 

"We  can  no  longer  be  shy  of  the  Spirit's  work  in  preaching," 
Heisler  writes.  "We  need  both  the  Spirit  and  the  Word  in  order  to 
proclaim  the  Scriptures  powerfully." 

Among  those  endorsing  the  book  are  Jerry  Vines,  Albert 
Mohler,  Danny  Akin,  Robert  Smith,  Johnny  Hunt,  Mac  Brunson 
and  John  MacArthur. 

Jason  Hall 


Theology-Driven  Ministry  event 
a  sanctifying  experience 

During  two  days  of  intense  challenge  at  Southeastern's 
Theology-Driven  Ministry  Conference  March  26-27,  international- 
ly-recognized speakers  Paul  David  Tripp  and  Sinclair  Ferguson  dis- 
cussed sanctification  within  the  body  of  believers  in  general  and 
within  the  lives  of  ministers  of  the  Gospel  in  particular. 

More  than  200  people  attended  the  conference.  Tripp  present- 
ed three  messages  on  relationships  and  sanctification  while 
Ferguson  delivered  three  lectures  on  the  pastor's  role  in  sanctifica- 
tion. 

Tripp  focused  on  the  fact  that  a  Christian's  walk  with  God  is 
a  community  project.  He  explained  that  too  often,  especially  in 
Western  culture,  Christians  bring  a  mindset  of  individualism  into 
the  church. 

He  said  we  should  view  the  Christian  walk  as  a  community 
effort  "because  we  are  to  live  in  the  shadow  of  and  image  of  God 
Who  not  only  does  community,  He  is  community." 

Tripp  reviewed  progressive  sanctification  and  the  anti-social 
nature  of  sin. 

"Sin  is  not  first  the  breaking  of  rules;  sin  is  first  the  breaking 
of  relationship,"  Tripp  said. 

He  highlighted  the  danger  of  those  who  "live  for  themselves." 
Ephesians,  he  noted,  describes  an  attitude  of  wanting  without  an 
"internal  restraint  system,"  which  is  echoed  in  Philippians. 

Tripp  closed  by  asking  the  audience,  "What  is  the  dream  that 
you  are  actively  pursuing?" 

"Ferguson's  sessions  interlocked  well  with  Tripp's  messages  to 
provide  a  complete  understanding  of  sanctification  and  what  the 
process  means  not  only  for  the  pastor,  but  also  for  the  congrega- 
tion," said  Dennis  Darville,  vice  president  for  institutional 
advancement  at  Southeastern. 

Ferguson  spoke  first  of  the  pastor's  role  in  his  own  sanctifica- 
tion, second  of  the  pastor's  basic  understanding  of  sanctification 
and  third  of  the  pastor's  understanding  of  the  pressures  God  uses 
to  produce  sanctification  in  His  children. 

He  concluded  his  first  session  with  a  grave  exhortation  to  the 
pastors  at  the  conference. 

"The  single  most  important  thing  for  the  minister  of  the 
Gospel  is  that  the  minister  of  the  Gospel  be  more  and  more 
shaped  and  fashioned  in  the  likeness  of  Jesus  Christ.  Otherwise, 
the  Christ  the  people  come  to  believe  in  is  not  the  Christ  of  the 
Scripture,"  Ferguson  said. 

He  continued,  "Either  become  more  like  Christ  or  get  out  of 
the  Gospel  ministry;  because,  if  you  don't  do  the  former,  you  will 
do  great  damage  to  the  latter." 

Steven  Wade,  assistant  professor  of  pastoral  theology  at 
Southeastern  and  coordinator  of  the  conference,  was  pleased  not 
only  with  the  primary  sessions  of  the  event,  but  also  with  the  var- 
ious breakout  sessions  led  by  Southeastern  faculty. 

"This  year's  conference  undoubtedly  made  a  difference  in  the 
lives  and  ministries  of  those  who  attended,"  Steven  Wade,  assis- 
tant professor  of  pastoral  theology  at  Southeastern,  said.  "Not  a 
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few  conference  attendees  made  remarks  that  this  conference  was  a 
defining  point  for  them." 

The  plenary  sessions  are  available  for  download  or  purchase  at 
www.sebts.edu/  chapel. 

Joy  Rancatore 

Conference  shows  women 
identity  in  Christ 

Many  Christian  women  attempt  to  fit  into  some  sort  of  perfect 
mold,  both  in  daily  life  and  in  the  church. 

While  this  causes  many  problems  for  women,  one  result  is  the 
way  they  don  their  church  "masks"  when  they  enter  their  sanctu- 
aries on  Sundays. 

Susie  Hawkins  spoke  about  this  trap  which  causes  them  to  be 
"distracted  by  the  world's  expectations  and  made  to  feel  like  a  fail- 
ure. 

"We  as  women  have  become  so  busy  trying  to  entertain  the 
titles  we  carry,  we  have  lost  who  we  are  and  why  we're  here,"  she 
said. 

Hawkins,  wife  of  Guidestone  Christian  Resources'  President 
O.S.  Hawkins,  served  as  the  keynote  speaker  at  the  2007 
Southeastern  Women's  Conference,  "Behind  the  Mask:  Who  am 
I?"  at  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  March  16-17. 
More  than  200  women  attended  the  event. 

"We  prayed  that  the  women  who  attended  would  understand 
who  they  are  in  Jesus  Christ  and  that  they  do  not  have  to  live 
behind  a  mask,  afraid  or  unwilling  to  address  issues  that  are 
unseen,"  said  Christina  Middleton,  women's  ministry  coordinator 
at  Southeastern. 

In  two  large  group  sessions,  Hawkins  examined  passages  like 
Ephesians  2:8-10  and  Matthew  25:14-19,  clarifying  a  salvation 
built  on  grace  not  works. 

"Each  one  of  us  is  God's  masterpiece,"  Hawkins  said.  "In  verse 
10  of  Ephesians  2  the  verb  is  in  the  present  tense,  'We  are  his 
workmanship.'  This  masterpiece  starts  at  the  time  of  salvation. 
Christ  takes  all  you  are  and  begins  to  work." 

Hawkins  likened  modern  Christians  to  biblical  characters 
Jeremiah,  Moses  and  the  Apostle  Paul  in  that  God  can  use  them 
despite  their  weaknesses. 

"We  are  more  concerned  that  people  might  think  we're  not 
godly,"  she  said.  "Good  Christians  shouldn't  place  Band-Aids  on 
their  wounds  and  fake  it.  Did  Job  not  say,  'Though  you  slay  me,  I 
will  hope?'  We  must  acknowledge  the  deep  issues." 

In  addition  to  Hawkins'  main  session,  several  smaller  breakout 
workshops  addressed  issues  like  contentment  and  Bible  studies,  as 
well  as  special  tracks  offered  for  women  in  ministry  and  ministers' 
wives. 

Middleton  said  the  conference  was  a  success. 

"We  were  blessed  to  see  the  many  ways  in  which  the  Lord 
worked  through  the  women's  conference  and  grateful  to  hear  the 
testimonies  of  lives  that  were  changed,"  she  said. 

Joy  Blinson 


Alumni  News  &  Updates 

POSITION  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Dr.  Frederick  Cardoza  II  ('94),  associate  professor  of  Christian 
education,  associate  director  of  professional  doctoral  studies, 
director  of  distance  learning  -  Midwestern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary;  associate  dean  -  Midwestern  College. 

Jon  L.  Estes,  ('93),  pastor,  Jackson  Park  Baptist  Church, 
Kannapolis,  N.C. 

Steve  Goss  ('83),  senator  for  the  N.C.  Senate  District  45,  Jan. 
6,  2007. 

William  Franklin  Graham  IV  ('01),  assistant  director  of  the 
Billy  Graham  Training  Center  in  Asheville,  N.C. 

Rev.  Richard  D.  Taylor  ('01),  CEO  and  director  of  biblical 
counseling,  Angel  House  Ministries  (an  after-jail  discipleship  and 
biblical  counseling  ministry),  Winston-Salem,  N.C. 

RETIREMENTS 

Dr.  Henry  Johnson  ('70),  pastor  of  West  Springs  Baptist 
Church,  S.C.,  retired  after  46  years  in  the  ministry. 

MARRIAGES 

Matthew  Lawson  (M.Div.  '05)  married  Laura  Cutts  (B.A.  '05) 
on  June  17,  2006. 

DEATHS 

Alfred  E.  Philley  ('62),  March  25,  2006 

Tom  C.  White  ('59),  April  23,  2006 

Billy  Charles  "Bill"  Hoffman  ('66),  April  25,  2006 

Thomas  A.  Sheppard  ('68),  May  3,  2006 

Kenneth  E.  Howard  ('78),  May  31,  2006 

C.  David  Boan,  ('80),  June  24,  2006 

WL.  "Bill"  Pearson  ('61),  June  27,  2006 

George  N.  Knight  ('73),  August  22,  2006 

Jerry  D.  Key  ('99),  September  2006 

William  W.  Hyatt  (75),  September  11,  2006 

Charles  H.  White,  Sr.  ('90),  September  12,  2006 

Paul  C.  Goble  ('56),  October  12,  2006 

Guy  V.  Soule,  Jr.  ('78),  October  16,  2006 

Lloyd  C.  Nolan  ('85),  October  23,  2006 

Donald  D.  Almond  ('62),  November  20,  2006 

Carlos  L.  Young,  former  Trustee,  November  24,  2006 

Carroll  W.  Andrews  ('59),  December  6,  2006 

Raymond  A.  Futch  ('79),  January  26,  2007 

Troy  C.  Bennett  ('56),  February  2,  2007 
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Name:  Jeremy  Don  Chasteen 
Hometown:   Durham,  N.C. 
Degree  earned:   M.Div./Evangelism  ('06) 
Current  Ministry:  Associate 
Pastor/College  and  Leader's  EDGE 
Intern  Director  at  Crosspoint  Church 
in  Clemson,  S.C. 

Family:  Wife  Elizabeth;  children  Carson 
(2  Vi)  and  Bryn  (5  mos.) 

How  is  your  Southeastern  education  impacting 
your  ministry? 

The  theological  training  I  received  at 
Southeastern  equipped  me  to  think  and  live 
from  an  explicitly  Christian  worldview.  All  of 
the  long  nights  and  early  mornings  were  nec- 
essary training  that  helped  develop  persever- 


ance for  the  day  in  and  day  out  challenges  and 
joys  of  ministry. 

How  do  you  use  theology  in  your  daily  life  and 
work? 

Theology  has  an  immense  impact  in  every- 
thing that  I  do  in  my  life,  and  it  drives  the  min- 
istry of  Crosspoint  Church  in  Clemson,  S.C. 
What  I  think  when  I  think  about  God  is  the 
most  important  thought  I  will  ever  think, 
because  it  affects  every  other  dimension  of  my 
life.  How  I  view  God  has  implications  pertain- 
ing to  how  I  view  man  and  man's  purpose,  the 
church  and  her  purpose,  culture,  politics  and 
so  on. 

At  Crosspoint,  our  desire  is  to  be  biblical 
in  everything  lest  we  be  deterred  by  the  latest 
pragmatic  bells  and  whistles.  What  we  do  and 


how  we  do  it  does  matter  because,  again,  it's  a 
reflection  of  who  I  believe  God  is  and  that  He 
has  spoken  meaningfully  and  instructively  in 
Scripture. 

Why  would  you  recommend  Southeastern  to  a 
prospective  student? 

Some  of  the  greatest  lessons  and  spiritual 
development  from  my  time  at  Southeastern 
took  place  as  a  result  of  the  spiritual  climate  of 
the  campus. The  fellowship  among  other  semi- 
narians, the  chapel  services  and  the  time  that 
the  faculty  invested  in  my  life  outside  the  class- 
room was  as  significant  as  the  theological  train- 
ing received  inside  the  classroom.  Southeastern 
will  equip  one  with  the  tools  for  a  lifetime  of 
ministry  and  will  instill  a  vision  and  passion  to 
reach  the  nations  for  the  glory  of  God. 
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The  Man  and  His  work 

A  2iST  Century  legacy 


featured  Speakers: 
Walter  hooper 

Literary  Advisor  to  C.  S.  Lewis  Estate 

Bruce  Edwards 

Bowling  Green  State  University,  editor  of 
C.  S.  Lewis:  Life,  work,  legacy 

JAMES  COMO 

York  College  of  the  City  university  of  New 
York,  author  of  remembering  C.  S.  Lewis  and 
Branches  to  Heaven 


OCTOBER  26-27,  2007 

GO  ST:  $125 

WWW.SEBTS.EDUVCONFERENCES    ♦  1-888-290-7787 
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ALL  THOSE  INTERESTED  IN  LEWIS'S  ENDURING  LEGACY  ARE  INVITED  } 
TO  ATTEND  THIS  GATHERING,  WHICH  WILL  EXPLORE  HIS  RELEVANCE  FOR  THE  ~ 
21SI  CENTURY.  IN  ADDITION  TO  THE  PLENARY  SPEAKERS.  PAPERS  WILL  BE  PRE- 
SENTED IN  THREE  AREAS:  LEWIS  AND  APOLOGETICS,  LEWIS  AND  LITERATURE, 

AND  LEWIS  AND  CULTURE. 

DO  NOT  MISS  THIS  OPPORTUNITY  TO  HEAR  LEADING  LEWIS  SCHOLARS  AT  v 
ONE  OF  THE  PREMIER  GATHERINGS  OF  ITS  KIND  IN  2007.  Jj 
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Sponsored  by 
The  L.  Russ  Bush  Center  for  Faith  and  Culture 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 

Wake  forest,  N.C. 
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Helping  to  eqWi 

and  fulfill  the  (af&at  Commission 


SOUTHEASTERN 

BAPTIST  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

...  seeks  to  glorify  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
by  equipping  students  to  serve  the  church 
and  fulfill  the  Great  Commission  (Matt. 
28:19-20). 
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Wake  Forest,  NC  27588-1889 
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SOUTHEASTERN  BAPTIST  THEOLOGIC 

114  N  WIN  GATE  ST 

WAKE  FOREST  NC  27587-2553 
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